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{lied | 


Ano 1800. 


2 


': Roe, 


[Pub] 


QF 


2 


x 


=. 


A ': Pu — — 0 — 5 
3 ——r*᷑¹tĩ uiX.— r kxůĩç—rö— Ek N ws — 2 lr — — 
* w 


* 


WA. 8 


10 oke. | 


W 
5 

5 4 0 
40 . 
r. ) 
. 

r 
5 5 

; 


OC 


8 "a T 
WV. 


Sn. 
tu 
S 4 


( 


B 
8 


— 


cy 


„„ 


o * * 


ER Tx St, i ö * 


12 —— — i — p . _ 


\' 0 2 
RL b 


ſy N = 8 2 5 
ad 


2 *. 1 
i'm: * _ 47 MN 
. 44 = 2 (i 
"e V9, ,,00 


Ione 
o PR 


1 
\ TH 
yt 
9 
1 7 
. 


7 
1 


o . 5 ' by i ' : © 1 * 
, N , . - ö 
oi 
T V 3 
„ „. ö 
inn 
dr 


: 


Act * r. 


ner 


Fan 


— 


" We 


— — — ren 
— — 


f Hou E 2 4 Fa, 2 


N 
0 * 


Ls 


Fg eee 


/ 


ee , H, 


20 
= 
2 
— 
YH 
— 
- 
— 
O 


F3 
\ 21 * »\ 
\ A 1 - Ir 1 / 
* 7 $ * * 1 / 
\ C/ Oe j 
% WF a i | 
Ka 
wed * 
. o 4 


e r FFF ˙ —ũͤ TT N — — 


— 


\ THE BE 
BARON © 
"OF 


LAUDERBROOKE. 


A TALE. * 
| BY | 
W. HOLLOWAY. 

To breathe the inſpiring ſpirit, and to OY 


The generous purpoſe in the plowing breaſt. 
THOMSON. 


| Lon don: 
| Printed by T. Maiden, Sherbourne-I.ane 
For Ann Lemoine, White-Reſe Court, Coleman- ; 
Street, and ſold by T. Hurſt, 85 
Paternoſter- Ro . 


1800. 


PREFACE. 


IT is certainly far more excuſable to fail in 
the attempt to fabricate a conſiſtent and en- 


gaging ſtory, than to corrupt the heart, and 


* 


inflame the paſſions, by ſentiments inimical 
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to the principles of virtue. A 
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A happy combination of ſurprizing inci- 
dents, tending to bring about ſome fortunate 


Ag + =: 


vi PREFACE. 

and unexpected event, might, indeed, en- 
gage the attention, and ſufficiently ſatisfy a 
mind intent only on a mere ſuperficial and 
tranſient ſpecies of amuſement : but I have 
always conſidered that, in this kind of 
| writing, an object of a higher nature ought 


tobe kept in view. 


Simple morality, unaſſiſted by any ; kind 
of , (if 1 may be allowed the « ex- 
preſſion,) is, by the generality of mankind, 


at beſt, accounted but a dry and unenter- 


i 
' 
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e 


PREFACE vii 


taining ſtudy. - Even our grant-fyſtem-of 
religion is happily embelliſhed with all the 


united aids of ſymbol; alluſion, and allegoty; 


and, in all ages and nations, men of the 
greateſt abilities} aid moſt rigid prineiples, 
have had recourſe te fable and metaphor, to 
allure the mind to hear the vos! of iii 
ſtruction. 
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Though few, very few; Writers poſſeſs 
E A ; 
| 2 | | 
the abilities of a Richardſon or a Fielding, 
yet, as a celebrated critic obſerves, © Be- 


A4 tween 
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viii . PREFACE 


tween mediocrity and perfection there are 


honour;“ and thoſe who are not qualified 


nevertheleſs, be able, in their leiſure mo- 


ments, humbly to ſerve the cauſe of virtue 


ity. 1 W. H. 


THE 


Baron of Lauderbrooke. © 


| Reruvanine from the fatigues of a long 
day's chace, in which he had ſtrayed 20 all his a . 
a fainting with heat, and parched with thirſt, | 

Fes Baron of Lauderbrooke rode up to a ſtraw- 
roofed cottage, on a lone heath, in order to procure 


a draught of water, 


As *-— 


10 THE BARON OF 


He was met at the door by a decent: looking wo- 
man, whoſe countenance betrayed evident marks of 
ſurprize and confuſion, at the appearance of ſo un- 


uſual : a viſitor, oy 


At her requeſt, he alighted; and ſhe ſet on a 
table of OY planks, a bowl of milk, and a cruſt of 
brown bread; making g a Aa! * for the 
meanneſs of the entertainment; to which ſhe rejoined, 
< If your Honour chuſes to > ſtay on ay daughter 
* returns from yon village, 1 ſhall then have it in 
* my power to treat you with an 88 and a naler 
E of bacon, 1 . her every ade” 


Thanks 


LAVDERBROOKE, 2x 


« Thanks for your kindneſs,” replied the Baron; 


er with for nothing better: nor ſhould I make a 


ce heartier repaſt from the delicacies of my own ta- 
te ble. Then, Dame, I conceive you have a daugh- 


te ter?ꝰ | & Your Honour will ſee her prefently,” 


anſwered his hoſteſs. * And a huſband likewiſe 


« living?” faid he. „ Yes, your Honour, He 
« is now at work at the vicar's, in the village,” 
ſaid ſhe; “ and I am ſure he would be glad of your 
« good company; for wi do not often e ſtrangers 


ce at our poor habitation. The times are main hard, 


« Sir; but, thank God, Providence is very kind to 


* us. O, your Honour, that ſame vicar is a dear 
good man! Aye, and Madam, his wife, is as good 


A 5 « a woman ; 


* let us, for a moment, ſuppoſe 


12 THE. BARON or 


ua woman; n en ſcholard. Tis ſaid 


66 as how ne'era man in the country can read better. 


« He writes out all his own ſarments, and repeats 
© gem almoſt without looking in the book. He 
« would fain take our girl; but he has a large fa- 


emily, and can't afford to keep no ſarvants. Howy- 


« ever, he n teaches her the ee and 8 


60 * always giving her good device and inſtruction, 
3 which 1 is better than gold and ſilver; z for 


© When houſe and land is gone and ſpent, 


© Then larning is moſt excellent,” 


4 True, Goody,” faid the Baron, ſmiling; - but 


Here 


at 


LAUDERBROOKE 33 


Hers the diſcourſe was . by the arrival 


of Alicia. "On her arm ſhe bas a little wicker 


de ebe Uh e en alice chats ws 
hand ſhe carried a large bunch of flowers. She ap- 
peared much ſurprized at the ſight of a ſtranger, 
and dropped a low eunſey as the entered. 


Her age ſeemed to be about fifteen, Her form 
was tall and graceful ; nor did ſhe need . 6 the foreign 
aid of ornament”? to add lute to her native charms, 


On her cheek the lilly and the aſh were a 


contraſted z the carnation of hegth glowed on her 


lips; her large blue eyes beamed with peculiar ra- 


diance; and auburn ringlets, in gloſſy cluſters, finely 


ſhaded a neck and boſom of poliſhed ivory. 


2 * N 
Bud! 


" "8 | THE BARON or 


«© The bloom of op'ning ä unſully'd beauty, | 
35 Softneſs, and ſweeteſt ir innocence ſhe wore 3 


66 And look'd like nature in the world's firſt ſpring. " 


She felt embarraſſed at the Baron's compliments, 
which he now began to laviſh on her charms; and a 
ſuffuſion of deeper crimſon ruſhed over her cheek, 


He perceived, and endeavoured to calm her per- 


turbation, by converſing on the mol familiar topics; 
in the courſe öf which he took occafivn ts afk, whe- 
cher the was diffiofed, in caſe” an opportanity of- 
Feretl, to wht of a menial Gituation 1 in a reſpe&a- 
ble FRAY: She anfwered, with bewitchinj g mo- 


6 


þ 


LAVPERBROOKE, | 15 


deſty, in the affirmative; provided her parents ac- 


quieſced in the choice, as ſhe ever made ilieir will 


the rule of her actions. 


I believe, then, cried he, © J have it in my 

« power to recommend | qu 
power to recommend you, on condition you can 

& reconcile yourſelf to live at the diſtance of about 


e fourteen, miles from hence. Vou have heard of 


Lauderbrooke- Hall 7 A ſervant of yourdeſcription 


is there wanting. You will have my beſt' wiſhes 
= for your ſucceſs. — mother ſays you area 
* good girl; continue to be ſo, and I will be your 
66 Grands for to raiſe, merit from obſcurity, wall ever 
ebe my higheſt ambition.” 


Alicia 


16 THE BARON OF 


Alicia dropped another curtfey; a ſmile of plea- 
ſure cheered her countenance, and ſhe looked up to 


her mother for her approbation. 


In troth, cried the good woman, your 


« Honour is hugeous kind but 1 muſt conſult our 
cc Ambroſe firſt; for he | has ſet his heart on Alle ; 


e and is always mightily in the dumps at the 


. 
* ſo hard! Ah! one don't know——-{ Pauſing, 
« doubtingly )—Nevertheleſs, Sir, he'll beat home 
« preſently. If you'll wait a little, hel likewiſe 


put you in the right road in a trice,” 


“Indeed, 


66 


2 


tar 


tlen 


— 
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LAUDERBROOKE. 17 

5 Indeed, I muſt W ſaid the Baron. 
Night advances s apace; and ſome drops'begin to 
6 . Make up your own minds on the buſineſs, 
6 and) you tal hear from me Vin ſoon.” 


7 
a> & 4 > 


4903 bagt zi og : Hιh,ο Zan d er 
The good woman urged him to ſtay; but ſhe ex- | 
petit. in vain, — put a yes of yo into the 
hand of Alicia; a and, promiſing her his future * 
tance, thanked tem for their hopilty, and took 


his leave. 


* „ 
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See had Ambrole eered the door, ere is 
ears were filled with the months t the worthy gen- 
tleman who had 1 there; and Dorothy dwelt, 

"oh 


18 TRE BARON'OF , 


wich peculiar emphaſis-on his proniiſes t6 Proture 


* * 1 pe 0 ' 
* 1 5 * . « 
<Q » d > : * 
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e > hally, wife, cried he, with a 


ſignificant rug. * Your . are not always 
te ſincere in their din and, *tis ſaid, they have 


e woanded ſhort memories. 
cr There i it Is now,” 4 Doraby. t You are 


11 12 pits FEE 170 N Fus 1 


0 dee ſo diteleving bu 1 know who i is Na 
25 as 1 3 often told you; nd, you a know, 1 I am 
" ” DIO pretty right, He is certainly a proper 


4 gentleman; one may ſee _ 3 _ by his 


Ut belaviour and pan 
ID viel bas ; 192 N 
Sw | 1 ?.. ee 


loy 


660 


ure 


Here 


| 44AVDERBROOKE, 49 


Here ſhe produced the; money,” Which ſeemed to 
have a wonderful effect on the: oll man's temper. 


So powerful an-arbitrator is omnipotent gold, that 
it has, not unfrequently, determined I 
and biaſſed firmer minds! 


lower tone, and with his eyes fixed; (he might. be 


.* a gentleman, for aan. I ſhould like to haye 


. 


(s 3 and theſe young GA * never out of 
Fe *© harm” s Way. However, if Alle and on ein 


| 6 «© agree upon the matter, though Iam loath to part 


* with the girl, as 'tis for her good, I ſhan' t have 
After 


no objeftion,” 


e 
5 A it 


0h | THE BARON or 

Aſter a little altercation on the ſubjeR, it was 
finally adjuſted and: refolved on, that, ſhould the 
gentleman ever ſend for bers agreeable to her own 
inclination, ſhe ſhould go. 


« 7 1 
by o - 


19244 34 


But a few days had elapſed iſles a meſſenger 
arrived from the Baron, deſiring a peremptory anſwer 
to his Lord's former propoſal.” He ſpoke highly of 
-the virtiics of his Lady in'particular, and the Family 


in general. In conſequence of which, he received | 


a promiſe that the honeſt peaſant ſhould attend his 
daughter to Lauderbrooke-Fall in the courſe of the 


ſucceeding week, The interval was ſpent in makin 


"preparations for this important expedition. 
- b. * * . o 
197A „got 29120 on | 
; h 
BE: 
» 


it was 


d the 


* OWN 


LAUDERBROOKE. 21 
The long expected morning, big with the fate 
of our youthful heroine, at lengih arrived, on 
which, after a ſleepleſs night ſhe aroſe, at the firſt 
crowing of the cock; and, dreſſing herſelf to the 
beſt advantage, amidſt, mutual tears of mingled plea- 
re and regret, bade adieu v thſe ſeen of nfan- 
ile happineſs, where ſimplicity and innocence had 
long fixed their abode, to trace the more dangerous | 


and beaten paths of life! 


inline by 'the worthy Ladþ:Landlrbroolle got 
with aothe of kindneſs only, but with a degree of 
maternal familiarity and — Bo and ſhe was, 


given 


- —————————— I I mor to nes adi 


— 
— 
— ——— — . —•·˙¾—⅛ ado * 


| 

ö 

i 
| 
"Hh 
1 


22 FHE”BARKON o 
given to underſtand, that her ſituation was to be that 
of an immediate atten | \dant on her Lady ſhip. 


, Lady. Lauderbrooke appeared to be about the me- 


ridian of life; and her countenance was highly ex- 


pfeffive of the graces of her mind, She had for- 


merly poſſeſſed very conſiderable perſonal charms: 
bat ſhe had for many 1 wal he's i as 
prices of a huſband, whoſe turbulent and unſettled 


paſſions, like wintry blaſts, had ſhook the roſes of 
bealc from her check. A kind of pleaſing melan- 


choly- l cats: bade over 2 feng ſet of features, 
which were only relieved, by a | feed gleam of 
placid 4 8 


137 » 
” » 

os 
3 


Her 


| LAUDERBOOKE: 23 

Her lord was nat deſtitute of ſome virtues; but 
they were thoſe of the rougher caſt. He wha Httle 
:cquainted with the fine feelings of the heart, and 
thoſe ſoft attractions ſo endearing to the mind of 
ſenſibility, She had not only long experienced a 
want of conjugal tenderneſs on his part, but wa! 
gree of coolneſs and negle&, which had preyed on 
her ſpirits, but which ſhe had always * without 


murmuring or reſentment. - The loſs of ſome amia- 


ble relatives had likewiſe not a little contributed to 


that melancholy which had a very conſiderable effect 


on a delicate conſtitution, | She. had therefore ſe- 
queſtered herſelf as much as poſſible, and very ſel- 
dom ſaw company ; ſpending the greateſt part of 
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26: THE BARON or 

her time in retirement. Alicia Elmford, on ac- 
count of congenial ſentiments, rendering herſelf 
extremely agreeable to her, ſhe reſolved to treat her 
more like a companion than , ſervant ; and having 
obſerved in her a * capacity, ſhe procured 
teachers to inſtruft her in thoſe polite fludies which 
elevate and adorn the ſex. | 


Alicia in a ſhort time made ſuch a proficiency, 
that the afloniſhed all who knew her; being, alben 
the leaſt tinfture of oſtentation, a moſt amiable and 


* 


Lord 


y, 


ut 


nd 
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Lord Lauderbrooke had a ſon, who, having juſt 
completad bin ellagyias, :hid-coturned hong. ning 
leave of his friends, | in order to proceed on his tour 
to the continent. Auguſtus was about the age of 
nineteen, and ſtill bore all the graces of the lovely 
boy. His dark hair waved in cluſters over his roſy 


cheek, and an enchanting penſiveneſs ſhone in his 


/ 


large lucid eyes; nor did his converſation or conduct 


betray any marks of the wild and prolligate youth” 
of fortune. Hig difpoſition was ſweet and chemi 
and his manners ſuch as could not fail to enſure uni- 


verſal reſpelt and eſteem. 


26 THE BARON OF 


In che preſence of Alicia Elmford, his eyes ſeemed 
to brighten with a peculiar kind of pleaſure; nor 
did ſhe appear diſpleaſed with his marked attention 


to her. So well did he fabricate excuſes to prolong 


his ſtay, that he ſucceeded, without being the leaſt 


ſuſpected, to delay his journey for ſeveral dards; 
1 the t of which he redoubled his aſſiduities; 
although the utmoſt circumſpection was neceſſary to 
hide his attachment from his parents, being well 


aware that the ambitious ſpirit of his father would | 


hare felt degraded at their inequality ; and taking 
the alarm, have brought down ſure vengeance on 


Previous 


el 


fu 
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Previous to his departure, he had engaged her to | 
hold a friendly, | but private, coreſpcadinte with 
him: and at the criſis of ſeparation, ſhe experienced 


in ber befinn u halt of fine aa. 


| therto been a ſtranger. Her heart then told her | 


that her's muſt be ſomething more- than a common 


eſteem. 


| Young Auguſtus took the earlieſt opportunity of 
fulfilling his promiſe of iis the bent of 
his arrival on the continent; and but few weeks | 
paſſed wiki her receiving freſh teſtimonies of un- 
abated affection. His letters were Liftated with all 
| B 2 | Au - 


-— THE BARON OF 


that warmth and zeal which in general actuate youth- 


% 


whom Alicia had found worthy of making a confi- 
dant in a matter of ſuch importance. Here it may 


not be improper to take notice of the commencement 


—— 
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of her acquaintance with this poor family, as it 


may ſerve to illuſtrate the humanity and goodneſs 


of her heart. 


Ry 


She had always conſidered early riſing as highly 


conducive to health; on which account ſhe accuſ- 


tomed 


ful minds in the ardent moments of their firſt paſſion. 


Thoſe letters were tranſmitted from the neigh- 


bouring village by the hands of an honeſt peaſant, | 


tO 


W 
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/ 


ud herſelf, in all ſeaſons of the year, when the 
* 

weather permitted, to take her morning's walk. In 

one of thoſe little excurſions, which ſhe had inadver- 


tently extended to more than a mile from the man- 


fon, in the hedge-rows of which were interſperſed 


large overhanging trees, a deep groan, burſting from 


the inmoſt receſs of an aching heart, caught her ear. 
She ſtarted, and gazed around her, but nothing 
could ſhe diſcern, till, directed by repeated accents, 
in a fainter tone, ſhe got to the top of the bank; 
where her curioſity was fatished, or rather ſhocked, 
by the ſight of a poor wretch, apparently in DI” 
of the laſt deſpair, about to pie himſelf into : 
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30 TEE BARON OF 


deep and ſilent river, that ſtole through the black 


{hade of oziers, and high-waving ruſhes, 


A ſudden reſolution, and firmneſs of mind, 


which ſhe always poſſeſſed, urged her to prefs for- | 


ward, and addreſs the unfortunate man, 


For heaven's ſake!” ſaid the, and for your 
q 7 8 ; 
con ſoul's fake! whoever you are, forbear this 


& raſhneſs! Make me your confidant, and, as far 


as J can alſiſt you, pray command me,” 


He ſhrunk back, and contemplated her figure 


with an eye of phrenzied wildneſs; when, as it 


were, 
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LAUDERBRROORKE. 31 


were, recollecting himſelf, „ Madam,” faid he, 
BY thank you for your kind intentions; but, in- 
deed, they come too late! Why will you not 
e ſuffer a wretch to ſteal ſilently os that ſlate 


+ where the weary, and the unfortunate, ſhall for 


ever be at reſt ?”* 


© Yield not,” faid the, © poor man, to the guiſty 
6 ſuggeſtions of a fruitleſs melancholy. Reflect, 
how often imagined evil is productive of real good. 


© Rely on the diſpenſations of an all- wiſe Provi- 


* dence; and hope 3 


* 


Ba. « Ah! 
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Ah! Madam,” interrupted he, Hope has long 


been a ſtranger to this boſom. Tis not for my- 


« ſelf alone this heart bleeds 


He could proceed no farther; involuntary tears 


ſlarted from his eyes. 


She endeavoured to ſoothe his mind with every 
ar gument humanity could ſuggeſt; and thus drew from 
him a candid confeſſion of the nature of his misfbr- 
tunes, which he bois ged. had been the conſe- 
quences of his own indifcretions, Uis name, he 
ſaid, was Anthony, Employment had failed, He 


tad a fick wife, and three helpleſs innocents, who 


looked 


lon 3 


my- 


ears 
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looked up to him for that ſupport which he was un- 
able to give. The lord of the manor had treated 


him with unfeeling rigour ; and his unhappy family 


had, for ſeveral days paſt, merely ſubliſted on ca- 


ſual charity. All thoſe things, he faid, had deter- 


mined him to throw off an exiſtence he was no longer 


able to bear. 


After reaſoning him into a calmer temper, ſhe re- 
ſolved to be an eye- witneſs to the truth of his aloe 
tion, by me him to his wretched hen 
Hank: derbe on a wiſp of ſtraw, ſhe beheld the 
unhappy partner of his miſery, pale and emaciated, 
The infants, half naked and ſhivering, were devour- 
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857 cheir laſt mouldy morſel; and a brdken TER 
e! the cold beverage with which they ſlaked 
their thirſt. 


generous ſympathy. 


Her firſt act was to render them immediate bh. 
niary aſſiſtance; promiſing 10 uſe her intereſt with 
the curate of the villgs, . good man, who uſed to 
viſit the Hall, io procure him a comfortable employ- 
ment. She * the grateful family an e 
leſſon; and rok her leave with that ſatisfaction of 


9 8 f 1 : 
Alicia's heart was full; and, after a few minutes 


filence, ſhe mingled with their tears the ſtreams of 


min 


knc 


ſuc 


{tr 


tcher 
aked 


utes 


Of 
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mind, which only the good and benevolent can ever 


know. 


Her exertions in their favour were crowned with 
ſucceſs. With the ſincereſt — for their wel- 
fare, ſhe had repreſented their caſe, and pleaded to 
ſtrongly in their favour, to her good Lady, whoſe 
heart was ever alive to the wares exactions of pity, 
that ſhe not only encouraged her in her laudable un- 
dertaking, but crowned the work with her N pa- 


| tronage, and pecuniary ad. She ſoon * ihe "my 
family of Anthony” $ tad nd happy j 


and, at her frequent viſits, Ealing: op 4b her, and 


26 THE BARON OF 
hanging round her, as their beſt beloved friend and 
benefactreſs. 


The health of Lady Lauderbrooke now appeared 


more rapidly to decline; and her amiable qualifica- 


tions and ſaint-like virtues were every day heightened, 
by the fortitude and Chriſtian reſignation which ſhe 


more and more Uiſplayed, 3 in her advances to a prema- | 


ture grave. Her favourite Alicia became every day 


| ape dear to her; and ſhe ſeemed happy in het com- 


pany only). 


As ſhe always looked with compoſure to the con- 


cluſion of her ſorrows, Which he conſidered to be 


not 


re 


9 


EX 


60 


nd 


& 
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not far diſtant, ſhe prevailed on her Lord, who 


ſometimes indifferently, and formally, enquired after 


| her health, to permit her beloved ſon to return, in 


order to receive her laſt bleſſing, and cloſe her weary 


eyes. 


In the contemplation of this ſubject, ſhe one day 
retired with Alicia, and, for the firſt time, frankly 
opened to her. the bitter ſecrets of her heart. 


« My dear girl,” faid ſhe, which was her frequent 


expreſſion, having long tried, and fully-proved; 
« your virtues and fidelity, and being well aware that 


« the time is faſt approaching when I ſhall have for 


1 te ever 
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| & ever done with all worldly concerns; it behoves 
6 8 yet my mental powers are adequate to 
&« the taſk, to depoſit in a boſom, which 1 know to 


« be worthy of the truſt, circumſtanees, which, had 


60 1 never been bleſt with ſo worthy a confidant, had 
« deſcended with me into the realms of forgetful- 


« neſs, 


ti The boaſt of noble anceſtry is among the fir 


| 6 of human follies: but I muſt derogate from truth, 
« not to acknowledge that 1 am lineally deſcended 
« from one of dhe firſt families in England. My 
« parents from high and miſtaken notions of honour, 


without cenuing a daughter's dure happineſs, 
« e 
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forced me into an alliance diametrically oppoſite to, 


0 my wiſhes. Young, gay, and inexperienced, I 
6 was betrayed into | the golden ſnare, by the arti- 
&« fices even of thoſe who ought to have directed me | 


« into the path of conjugal felicity, by aiding the 


« bent of my own virtuous inclinations, 


My Lord, whoſe morals were far from unim- 
1 peachable, for wwhile conducted himſelf ſo ami- 


 « ably, as to make an entire conqueſt of my affec. 


« tions, which had kidherts bas in a ſtate of indif- 


e ference dards im. As is but too often the 
« caſe with mankind, he took a mean advantage of 


« my weakneſs, and ſhortly treated me in a manner 
« little 


A 
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& little conſiſtent with the connubial character. His 
& hours were divided between his outs and his miſ- 
& treſſes, nor did he even endeavour to lull my 


& aching heart with common prudence, and conceal- 


& ment of thoſe acts of profligacy. Such a change 


& threw a cloud over all my golden proſpects, and 


es ach » lu of Riede with re- 
& gard to worldly concerns of any deſcription, as 

© was ſeldom interrupted but by the violent burſts of 
his impetuous palſions, which ſometimes broke 
« forth with ſuch fury on the moſt trivial occaſions, 


« as muſt have agitated any mind not more than 


«© There 


£6 


66 


60 


ce 


[1s 


ere 
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6 There are men, my dear Alicia, whoſe wives 
© are only ſlaves to their paſſions and their ambition; 
„ who, like the Mahometans, deem them inferior 


e beings, without ſouls, who ought to be kept at an 


awful diſtance, to have no will of their own, and 


« be treated as creatures only fit for a ſlate of de- 


cc pendence and ſubordination ! 


The only conſolation I found amidR thoſe trou- 


© bles,, was in the friendſhip of an amiable couſin 


* of the name of Beaufort, whoſe domeſtic virtues 
- | 


© were only equalled by his ſuperior ſkill and cou- 


rage in the field. His manſion and eſtates were 


not inconſiderable, and lay contiguous to our own, 


* 


ce to 


| 
| 
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« to which, ſince his loſs, they have been annexed, 


«© Bred a folder almoſt from his cradle, at the 
«6 commencement of the late wars, he took leave of 
«an affeftionate wife, and infant daughter, and eme 


&« barked for the theatre of action. 
3 


% Meanwhile, his amiable conſort ſpent moſt of 
« her time in retirement with me: and thoſe — 0 
& which 155 add anguiſh to my bert by recollection, 
2 den among the b 1 had men 
6 Saks my marriage, But I was too foon "Ap 


« vinced of the inſtability of human enjoyments! 


„ 'The 


ed, 


t of 
urs, 
ton, 
own 
CON- 


nts! 
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„ The fatal news arrived, that Edmund had 


fallen at the head of his troops, in a glorious aud 


deciſive engagement: and, before the firſt emo- 


tions of our grief ſubſided, another heavy afflic- 
: : "pL 


tion followed. The nurſe, who uſed to take a 


*® morning's walk for the health of the infant in the 
10 neighbouring woodlands, one day diſappeared, 


and has never ſince been heard of, 


| e This ſhock was too much for the intellects of 


the widowed, and truly diſtreſſed, parent. She 


was long in a ſtate of ungovernable delirium; nd; | 
hen we deemed her grief ſomewhat ſubſided, 
&« ſhe one evening abſented herſelf from our houſe 


& without 


4 
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without any attendant; and having never ſince 
been diſcovered, we concluded ſhe had made away 


e with herſelf in a paroxyſin of abſolute deſpair. 


« Judge now if the heart of ſenſibility, by ſuch 
ea ſeries of diſaſtrous events, muſt not be too deeply 
&« Jacerated to admit of a ſpeedy, much leſs a radi- 


&« cal, cure? 


« From the firft moment I beheld you, 1 traced 


« in your features ſuch a reſemblance to my unfor- 


4 


7 N 


& tunate relation, as well as ſimilitude in your vir- 
« tues of mind, that I could not forbear a tender 


* attachment 


te at 


oc fe 


nce 


1ced 
for- 
vir- 


1der 


dent 
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te attachment to you. For your very kind ak af- 
6 fectionate A to me, I have made a proviſion 
« for you, after my deceaſe, which might embolden 
& you to look up with hopes to form a reſpeQable 


ee connexion, when you ſhall wiſh to change your 


condition; and I am well aware that your perſo- 


” 


« nal, as well as mental, accompliſhments, are ſuch 


« 2s would do honour to the moſt exalted lation of 


e life, 


«I ſpeak in confidence to you, who have ſo 


« well merited that confidence. Should my dear 


6c boy ever prefer the conjugal Nate, it is 7 


te that 


1 i te ——— 3 
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« that he might be bleſt with a partner of ſuch 
& amiable qualifications.” 


A deep bluſh overſpread the lovely countenance of 
Alicia. She attempted to ſpeak her gratitude z but 
her articulation failed, and Lady Lauderbrooke pro- 


ceeded. 


ce It has been the will of heaven to place you in a 


&« dependent * but from hence I would not 


6 wiſh you to think too meanly of yourſelf . 


* 


60 have a Sealer to ſupport equally fone as fs of 


ws thoſe in a far more clevated rank. On your fide 


6 are great 3 and a Vou 


te may, 


ut 
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may, in ſome. degree, think yourſelf happy that 


« ambitious or mercenary parents, into any diſagree- 


able connexion. But, on the other hand, you 


* are not out of the reach of thoſe temptations to 


| © which youth and beauty are continually expoſed. 


« By faying this, I would not have you infer that 


« I mean to inſinuate, you have not a mind equal 
« io the attempts of depraved man; on the con- 
« trary, 1 i perſuaded that your fortitude and 
a virtue would eventually triumph over all tempta- 
| don. Vet an admonitory word from a dying 
'friend, I am aſſured, will not fail of having it's 


no. due 


Ig — 


« your inclinations are not likely to be forced, by 


* m 
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} e due weight whenever, on a future occaſion, it 
| 9 
| 
— os os F 4 2 
might recur to your mind. bs 
{ «1 | 
1 : 
1 The ſeaſon of youth, Alicia, is a trying ez 
, : | c 
j & ſon. At our firſt ſetting out in life, the ſcene 5 
8 | | | 6 
# | e novel and pleaſing : we look around us with en. 
| 40 0 | 6 
| « thuſiaſm; and, on a ſuperficial ſurvey, fondly 
< imagine that all who will may be happy and vir. 
| | | _ 6 
” * | 
| | e tuous. We haſtily truſt to appearances, from: 
e confidence, that all others are as artleſs and un 
1 6 * $5 4 J 14 1 4 6c 
1 


3 deſigning as ourſelyes. The frailty of our ſex, i 


& particular, which ought to excite pity, and clain 


6 protectic 


. 


n, It 
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* 


66 protection from man, is but too much the ſubjeci 


& of his contempt—too * the cauſe of our ruin. 
 Credulous by nature and education, we are firſ 
« betrayed, and then ridiculed and deſpiſed. | It, 
kc 4 behoves you, in | this perilous. ſlate, 
yi " wh to walk cena but, chow all, 
1 10 implore * grace A your paſ- 


* ſage through life, Tis faid, e He that truſleth 


5 his own heart is a fool,” Lein not too hard on 


« flightly tried friendſhip ; it might prove a ſpear o 
” pierce youto the heart! Liſten * 9 to 
* the voice of flattery; her golden bowl. is fraught 
wich the deadlieſt poiſon. Eh - 


. ) 
* 
1 
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tc Above all thin gs, I would have you beware af 
« pride: It Is the bane of youth, which, while it 
te pretends .o e finks you in the eſteem of 


te mankind; and is, in fact, the meaneſt of butan 


o paſſing. To be hu 
n a dofirine ba ruten and enforced by 
« the Chriſtian religion ; and let that religion ever 
n be the Etettbn of all your actions. When TY 

® look down on the loweft of the human race, ſay 
« to yourſelf, Thoſe are my brothers and my {if 
® ters; and it is owing oi merit of 65 own, but 
n to the peculiar favour and will of NY that 
> my lot hath not been caſt among them. Then, 


66 to 


le, is to be wiſe, This is 


of 


at 


at 


to 
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& to. the bl of your ability, let your duty be 
e your pleaſure, 07 the liberal hand, expand 
« the benevolent heart, and enjoy the beſt of luxu- 


© ries—that of doing good! 


© The moment is faſt paths when you will 
have my council and protection 5 longer; yet 
do I hope my ſurvivors will fo far boyer my me- 
© mory, as to ſtudy 0 happineſs. — re- 
10 „ is arne your reli- 
* ance on a higher Power;—a 1 chat is will- 


ing, and able, to direct and fave, On this Power 


078 ec have 
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= have I relied through all the trying ſcenes of life, 


&« and many indeed have they been ; and to this Di. 
vine Power do I truſt, to lead me throughthe valley 


« of the ſhadow of Death, and land me on that hap- 


* py ſhore where fin and ſorrow ſhall for ever ceaſe; 


* here thoſe who have been waſhed in the blood of 


e the Lamb, enjoy uninterrupted pleaſures at the 


„ right hand of the Deity for ever! Our good 


E chaplain, Dr. Goodwill, I recommend for your 


I would fain fay more; 


- 


« but the weakneſs of my frame prevents Ne— 


9 My bleſſing is all I can ad, IX 


Overſpent, 
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Overſpent, and nearly fainting, ſhe here reclin- 


life, 
N. ed her head on the boſom of Alicia, whoſe heart 
l | ED | 
1 throbbed with contending paſſions. She was con- 
lley DN 1 | 
U ſcious ſhe had indulged a partiality for Auguſtus 
* | 
0 incompatible with her duty, the concealment of 
aſe; 7 | 
4 | which ſhe conſidered as a breach of confidence and 
0 | | | | 
_ gratitude towards his honoured paren t, whoſe 2 
00 aft of openncls and generoſity added to iar e 
tion, She ſometimes thought of throwin 'S herſelf 
your | 
"I at her feet, avowing her ld and 1 to 
diffe it for ever, though at the expence of her fu- 
ture happineſs; but ſhe dreaded the idea of implicat- 
ing the amiable youth in her misfortunes. Love 
ent, | 


C 3 | and 
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and gratitude held divided empire in her breaſt, 


/ 


nor were all the powers of reaſon able to decide the 


ſtrife, 


The tender. and affectionate manner in which 


ewt ne took an Py to addreſs 


ber Lord, drew tears So thoſe 208 ſo unuſed to 


weep, nnd apparent eral conviftion. to his 


"oP though. ſhe n aide giving him 


; 


pain by Sas x or even by lhe to his had 


G any diagreadl refletions 5 his paſt miſconduft, 
In the 3 and moſt Fn language, ſhe ex- 


preſſe her alete for his welfare recommended 


Alicia 


in 


the 
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Alicia Elmford to his proteftion, on her account ; 


and conjured him to extend his views to another and 


| a better ſtate. 


He was overcome with her goodneſs, and, claſp- 


ing her in his arms, pronounced her the moſt amia- 


ble, the beſt of women. This kindneſs lighted up 
2 kind of tranſient pleaſure in her eyes, expreſlive ; 


of thoſe emotivns which her weak nature was ſcarce- 


ly capable of ſupportin g· 


On the wings of filial affeftion, Auguſtus flew to 


receive the laſt bleſſing of the beſt of mothers. The 


C4 | interview 
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interview was ſuch as might have been naturally ex- 6 \ 


pefied from the parent's ſituation, and the ſon's ſen- 5 


2 e 
* 


ff 


ſibility. Unwilling to alienate his mind in the 55 
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ſmalleſt degree, ſhe touched but ſlightly on his fa- * 
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* re. 
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ther's indiſcretions; and that but with a view of 4 
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| cautioning him to avoid ſuch an example. 1 
A 
| | 6 
\Þ « My deareſt ſon,” concluded ſhe, ©& I look 
| | 3 &« back with pleaſure to your dutiful conduct hither- 
| . | | 6 
“to; and, I hope, the future will never diſgrace 
| FE | ce 
the paſt. I could wiſh to live to ſee you happily 
| 5 8 | ce 
4 eſtabliſhed-in life: but it is not the will ofyHea- 
= . 6 
ven 


EX- 


0k 
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> 


ce ven—and that will alone be done! 1 ſubmit to 


* it's irrevocable decrees with reverence and reſig- 
66 nation. You will one day come into the poſſeſ- 
5 ſion of an ample fortune; but truſt not to fortune 
for happineſs ; if you do, you will. be deceived. 
Let me, above all things, adviſe you, whit 
F you think of the conjugal ſtate, to 1 that 
6 you are not miſled by avarice or ambition, Let 


the ſuperſtructure of love be raiſed on the broad 


and ſolid baſe of a faithful eſteem. Before you 


enter on that important ſlate, conſider not merely 
whether the woman you prefer can — you 
„ happy, but, diveſting yourſelf of every ſelfiſh 


C5 « principle, 
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e principle, be ſure that you can render her like- 
s wiſe completely ſo. 


\ 


& Alicia Elmford I recommend to your dd 


« gent notice ; and it is my defire you ſhould, as 


E you i done, treat her with a brother- 
«© not be diſgraced by adopting her for a ſiſter. 


« is no inconſiderable proof of true wiſdom to ſet 
$000 P 


« upon it, wherever found, it's proper value.” 


Auguſtus 


6 by affection. I love her as a daughter 3 you will 


e Virtueis amiable in every ſituation 1n life ; and it 


bal 


\ 
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like- Auguſtus fell on his knee, took the extended 


band of his tender parent, and bathed it in a flood of 
undiſſembled tears: but his heart was too full for 


utterance: He was obliged to quit the room, un- 


dul- 
4 | 
able to expreſs his. gratitude, and ſhut himſelf up in 
his ſtudy, to reflect, in melancholy filence, on the 
1er- © | 


loſs he was about to ſuſtain. - 


During the few remaining days of her good La- 
dy, Alicia was her conſtant attendant, and ſcarcely 
ever quitted her preſence ; and, in her laſt moments, 


the. worthy Du. Goodwill, whi had Jong, bern ber 


C 6 ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual father and comforter, adminiſtered to her 
che lalt facred ordinance; and had the happineſs to 
ſee her, with unſhaken faith, and cheerful hope, re- 


ſign her ſpirit into the hands of her bleſſed Re- 


deemer. T 
| The death of this divine woman not only involved 
if the family-at the Hall in the deepeſt affliction, but 
'þ Fea | | 
; | ſpread a gloom over all the 'neighbourhood ; the 
| poor inhabitants having loſt in her their beſt friend 


and benefactreſs : though it was generally believed 


that Miſs Elmford, who was her exact counterpart, 
would ſupply her place to the utmoſt of her ability. ſt: 


His 


1s 


LAUDERBROOKE, © 61 


\ 


* Lordſhip too late lamented, with the * 
eſt ſorrow, the beſt of women; „ for bir ſake, 


promiſed to Alicia eternal ite and protection. 


The lovely girl now * for conſolation to FE 
calm Chriſtian ebene of Dr. Goodwill. This 
en man, who was an honour td kin ke i in 
dl life, had met with much oppoſiuon, on ac- 
count of his ſcrupulous integrity in matters of reli. 
gion ; and his honeſt and Eren reprook (for 
he never feared the face of man) were ſo many ob- 
ſtacles in his way t to the favour of the great, and to 


worldly 
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worldly promotion. Such was the man ende 
pious Lady en bn choſen for her ſpiri- 
tual preceptor, and bad prevailed on her Lord, 


who was indifferent in thoſe things, to patronize. 


He was rector of a village, which produced him 


a very inconſiderable income: but the private boun- 


ty of this Lady rendered his ſituation comfortable, 
and enabled him to perform many acts of charity, 
independent of thoſe which he daily executed as her 


immediate almoner, 


fol 


th 
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of 
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Nor did ſhe neglect handſomely to provide for 


him in her laſt illneſs. 


Shortly after the death of her Lady, Miſs Elm- | 
ford conceived that the morals. of Auguſtus had not 


been improved by his travels; he ſeemed no longer 


the modeſt, diffident ſchool-boy, but che gay and 


confident youth of fortune ; and he aſſumed a degree 


of freedom in his addreſs, in which he made ſome 


alluſions to the life of honor, as it ia falſely called, 


which, be the conſequences what they might, ſhe was 


xeſolved to reſent, 


This 
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This reſolution ſhe put in practice, by refuſing to 


admit him to her preſence under any pretence. The 
ſtruggle coſt her dear, but ſhe had the fortitude to 
perſevere. The noble inflexibility of her virtue 
5 conviction to thi heart of Auguſtus, when he 
reſolved to reſume his travels; and, by a long pe- 
nance, purchaſe his peace with the object of his affec- 
tions, or never more return to his native . 
Through the carneſt interceſhon of Joſeph An- 
thony, whom he had engaged in his behalf, ſhe con- 
ſented to grant him an interview previous to his de- 
. He expreſſed the fncereft eotitriddon for 


any impropriety he might have been guilty of. He 


5 


knelt 


knelt 


ſhe ft 
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knelt at her feet, and ſeized her fair hand, which 


ſhe ſtrove to withdraw, 


« If Miſs Elmford,” faid he, ( ſtill perſevere 


© in her reſentment, I muſt ſubmit to my fate: but, 


© whatever may be her determination, my paſſion 


vill remain unalterable. Not another of the ſex | 
* ſhall ever engroſs my affeclions. My conſtant 


n prayers ſhall end for her felicity! Till ber heart 


« ſhall melt in pity to the unfortunate Auguſtus, 


_ © thoſe ſcenes of former happineſs ſhall never more 


glad his eyes!“ 


66 
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| He bowed,, raiſed her hand reſpefifully to his ſc... 
lips, and with lingering looks, that . ſpoke unut- I ay 


ge , a | 
terable things,” withdrew, | were 


1 Miſs Elmford fell on the ſofa, and gave way to 
1 a flood of tender tears. 


Compaſſion proper to mankind appears, 
Which Nature witneſs'd when ſhe gave us tears. 
Of tend · reſt ſentiments we only gte 


This proof To weep is our prerogative. 


Auguſtus haſtened to embark ; and, in a few 


days, ſhe heard of his ſafe arrival at Calais, Every 


| ſcene 


o his 


unut- 


A. 


* 
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ſcene about the Hall now wore in her eyes a gloo- 


my appearance; and the only company ſhe choſe, 


were the family of Joſeph Anthony, whoſe wife 


was a moſt agreeable woman, and the venerable Dr. 


Goodwill ; and to thoſe ſhe dedicated the principal 


portion of her time. 


| She had of late obſerved a viſible change in the 


auſtere manner-of ber Lord, which ſhe conſidered 


merely as the effect of her deceaſed Lady's recom- 


mendation of her to his favour: but his remarkable 


condeſcenſions ſoon began to give her ſome uneaſi- 


neſs. 
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neſs. She had been informed of his former dith- 


p 


pated charakter; and ſhe trembled at the idea of be- 


ate power of ſuch a man. She would have been 


| happy theo have ſeen him ſet her at the Ace 


of che humbleſt menial. 


As his bnd wore off, ſhe had the mortifi- 
cation to obſerve his aſſiduities increaſe. He fre- 
quently aſſured her, that he could not — her 
in the light of a Girvan, (as ſhe had requeſted,) but 


4 


a a ſuperintendant of his domeſtic concerns, in which 


capacity 


ing a dependant on the bounty, and in the immedi. 


capa 


of 


q 


liſh. 


7 


edi. 
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capacity he expetted her to exact the ſubordination 


of all his attendants. 


This trial was a painful one. She knew not how 


# 


to refiſt his generoſity, nor how to accept his fa- 


yours: She wiſhed to diſcover the motives from 


| whence they aroſe, She was now the only female 


of conſequence in the family ; and feared a conſe- 
quence ſo conferred would, in all probability, ex- 
poſe her to the envy, if not to the calumny, of a 


cenſorious world. 


She 
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She conſulted Dr. Goodwill occaſionally ; and his 
counſel, added to her own conſcious rectitude, con- 


firmed her mind, and fixed it's waverings. He 


diſſembled not the failings of Lord Lauderbrooke, | 


though his patron, He adviſed her ſo to comport 
herſelf, as to enſure reſpect, and, like Cæſar's wife, 


filence even the fainteſt whiſper of ſuſpicion. 


— „„ rw han prom 
with the death of her benefactreſs, and darkly hint- 
ed at the critical 3 in which ſhe flood. The 
good people took the earheſt opportunity of expreſs- 
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ing their apprehenſions and, in their epililes, 
which were wrote by the good Clergy n Be th 
ther's employer, they tenderly cautioned her, NY 


all things, to regard her reputation, even though 


| ſhe ſhould be obliged to return | deftitute is ſhe left 


them; in which cafe, they would welcome her to 


their parental arms, and think themſelves happy in 


| ſupporting her with the labour of their hands, and 


the ſweat of their brow, 


She was but too fon relieved: from a Rate of inn 


certitude, by her Lord's diret arowal of an illicit 


paſſion 


— 
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paſſion She ſtood for a moment ſilent Tp ſhock 
at the propoſal : but had, however, the preſence d 

mind to expreſs her 8 of his conduR wit 
the moſt determined tone of virtue, He was di 
concerted at ſuch a repulſe; and endeavoured ty 
ſoothe her with preſents, | which the rejected wil 


the contempt. they deſerved, 


He left her, with the beſt * % could, halt 
admiring, and half execrating, her noble integrity; 
and ſhe; < drefling room, formerly her 

_ honoured Lady 's: Where throwing herſelf on her 


knees, 


>. 
- * 
Fl p 


{ur 
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knees, with her face on the ſofa, ſhe aſpirated a fer- 
vent prayer to Him who had been her guardian from 


her earlieſt years, to protett her through the perils of 


her preſent fituation, 


Thoſe lines, which had been written by Lady 

8 
Lauderbrooke, and which ſhe had ſet to muſic, and 
ſung, aſſiſted by her harpſichord, on which ſhe play- 


ed delightfully, afforded her much conſolation : 


Rough is the path that Virtue treads ; 

her Sharp are the thorns that ſpring around ; 
her Narrow's the gate to which it leads, 

n | 


And ev'ry ſtep enchanted ground. 
Ces, : 


D Though | 
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Though oft the flow'ry vallies riſe 
Delightful to the trav'ller's eye, 
Ah! tempt them not; in gay diſguiſe, 


There thouſand hidden ſerpents lie. 


There youth and beauty's deadlieſt foes 


Await, in Fortune's ſhades, their prey; 


* 


Soft Flatt'ry's firen muſic flows, 


With Love, aſſiduous to betray. 


| Oh take with thee yon modeſt maid--- 


REL1G10N is the virgin's name— — 
Accept her counſel, truſt her aid, 


And ſhare the bliſs her Vot'ries claim! 


3 


Indeed, 


not 
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Indeed, her Ladyſhip had formerly preſented 
her, as though from a kind of prophetic umpulſe, 
with ſeveral of her little compoſitions, of a ſimilar 
urn, from which the following © Elegy, to the 
Memory of an unfortunate . Woman,” can- 


not here be thought ſuperfluous, or mal-a-propos :— 


Cold, cold, September's breezes blow, 
And deep the thades of night deſcend, 


While from the yew's funereal bough 


Eve's baneful, chilly drops impend. 


THE BARON OF 


See'ſt thou, dim riſing through the gloom, 
Appear yon white, unſculptur'd, ſtone ? 
Alas! *tis lovely Emma's Tomb, 


Which weeping Virtue long ſhall own. 


Untimely fell the maid divine, 
A victim to the wiles of Love; 
Guilt's keeneſt pang—vile man !---be thine, 


Whom Youth, nor Innocence, could move! 


O, Beauty! frail and fatal dow'r! 


What forms, what ſnares await thy bloom, 


And, in thy beſt and brighteſt hour, 


Conſpire to ſeal thy haſten'd doom 


Yet, 


In 


dx 


de 
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Vet, ſtill, if honour guard thy fide, 
Though Truth, nor Faich, nor Worth ſhould ſave 3 


Thoſe tears affect ion ne'er can hide, 


The Muſe ſhall pour upon thy grave ! 


e ea 8 
Miſs Elmford waited for an opportunity of lay- 


ing her difficulties before her reverend monitor; 


3 and, taking advantage of the abſence of Lord Lau- 
derbrooke, and the good man's viſit in that interval, 
while the bluſh of unfeigned modeſt y heightened 


her native beauties, ſhe frankly entered into every 


minutiæ of this vile propoſition, 85 
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The worthy doctor awhile lifted his hands and eyes 


in ſilent aſtoniſhment ; and then gave way to a zeal- 


ous reſentment of the offence. 


6 Can it be poſſible, exclaimed he, that Lord 
„ Lauderbrooke can dial ſo meanly of the deareſt 
1 friend of his departed ſaint; and will he not be 
e overawed by the matchleſs virtues of a Miſs Elm. 
ford p Well may we deplore the evil bias of human 


& nature —1 have learnt not to fear the face of 


\ i 


% man, —* oe be unto me, 1 ſpeak not the 
* Truth,” is the language of Scripture, I will 


& wait on his Lordſhip immediately; and, whatever 


a 
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„may be the conſequence, I will not forbear, till 


„ have kindled on his cheek the bluſh of ſhame, and 


« implanted in his heart a deep remorſe, for neglett- 


ing the dying admonitions of the belt of women 3 


* Pardon me, dear Sir!“ ſaid ſhe, dropping on 


% 


her knee, «if 1 beſeech you not to let this affair 


1 go beyond yourſelf, 1 dread the vengeance of a 


* 


* man of ſuch violent paſſions; and hope the re- 


** pulſe he has met with from me, will reſtrain him 
* from ſimilar freedoms, Many, many, obliga- 
tions do I owe to this family: let not its tran- 


** quillity be diſturbed on my account ! I ſhould be 


D 4 6 08: 
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* forry to appear ungrateful to che huſband of my 
© dear deceaſed Lady, however unworthily he has 


4. acted he | 4 


The good man was charmed with her gratitude 
. and kumility, and tenderly nile her, with aſſuran. 
= that he _ for her ſake, let the matter 
drop: but cautioned her to beware that an over- 
ſtrained generoſity did not betray W into a ſnare; 


obſerving, that an exceſs of Mercy is a breach of 


Juſtice, He added, that, ſhould her Lord preſume 


further, on her filence, he ſhould think himſelf de- 


ficient 


al 
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| ficient in his duty, and unworthy of his ſacred call- 


ing, did he not reprove him with unqualified ſeve- 


rity : for he was commiſſioned from above, to uſe 
all his poor abilities, in order * to turn men from 
the error of their ways; ' and to direct them. 


mto the paths of ſalvation. 


* 


She bowed aſſent; but her heart was too full ſor 
a reply. He obſequiouſly retired, and left her to 


melancholy reflection. 


% 


“ Good Heaven!“ exclaimed ſhe, wringing her 


hands, „what a change do I experience Where 


D 3 & ſhall 


i * _ o 0 
* 4 
«> # 
' Z 


82 THE BARON OP 
_ & ſhall J turn for protection, when thoſe who are 


entruſted to guard my honour and happiness, 


prove unfaithful to their charge! Are Father and 


“Son both in league againſt me? Yet, am I 


bound by Gratitude—by Love—to keep an dl. 


« moſt criminal ſilence !—” 


& 


| Her feelings were now wrought up.to the higheſt 
pitch, when ſhe threw herſelf | into a chair, and 


ſought that relief which is the privilege of misfortune; 


while thoſe charming lines of Roſcommon ſtruck 


with full force on her mind : 


How 


al. 


heſt 
and 


Ne, 


ick 
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How happy is the harmleſs country maid, 
Who, rich by nature, ſcorns ſuperfluous aid; 
| Whoſe modeſt cloaths no wanton eyes rie 
ö But, lik? her ſoul, preſerve their SG white; 
Who, free from ſtorms, which on the great ones fall, 
Makes but few wiſhes, and enjoys them all! | 
While on ſweet graſs her bleating charge does lie, 
one happy lover feeds upon her eye: 
Not one who on her, gods, or men, wb 


But one whom Love has for this Lover choſe, 
8 | 


-— e— 


Many weeks paſſed before ſhe obſerved any thing 


in the conduR of her Lord which could renew her un. 


eaſineſs, till one day, in the courſe of a converſation, 


be 7 Ws N into 


— 
7% 
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into which he had imperceptibly drawn her, he took 
occaſion to endeavour to conciliate her mind, by : ſt «« pare 


very valuable preſent of jewels, formerly her “ rete 


Lady's; offering, at the ſame time, ſome apologies gra 
for his late conduct; but ſtill avowing a paſſion, . bre 


which he declared himſelf abſolutely unable t MW « off 


conquer. “ {a1 


She dropped 'on her knees, and claſping her J 
hands, in agony, exclaimed, .O, my Lord! why this 
did you take me from the humble Ration in which I ret. 


* you found me, to make me either guilty or un- 74 


c6 grateful ? 
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6 grateful ? O ſpare me! and let me return to my 
parents, and to my native poverty; but I me 
retain the innocence” I brought hither ! If you 
grant this requeſt, for yourſelf, and for every 

branch of your family, ſhall my daily prayers be 

& offered ; and I will never ceaſe to invoke a thou- 


* ſand bleſſings on your heads!“ 


Fortunately, his Lordſhip loſt his diſcretion at 
this ſpeech ; and the natural turbulence of his temper 
returning, he exclaimed, © Perverſe girl! ſhall I 
un- * not be obeyed? You are as unworthy of my notice, 


144 | £7 « as 
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« as of my generofity / - But, I 1 you ſtill in my 


| | . 
| 6 power—And—remember 1—I will take care 


| eſcape 
Þ 
| | 6e Ingrateful ! '? He ſaid na more, but flun 
Il nt 
| himſelf away; and clapped the door after hin 
i | Th 
with ſuch violence as ſhook the whole fabric. 
| hay, 
- fon, 
** 
Mi a reed nc and l © 
eyes refuſed her their wonted relief of tears. She il 
1 Ik 
ſtood almoſt inanimate, a ſtatue of deſpair. His [al . 
55 „ for 1 
words ſunk deep into her heart: they contained a 
ably 


threat; imperfect, indeed, but terrifying, —* Re. 


member !—1 will take care I.. Perhaps, thought 


ſhe, 
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in ny he, he meant for the concluſion—-* You Hall not 


care- H :{cape !” 


4 lung 


The ſtate of her mind, for the remainder of the 
day, al a ſlate of inexpreſſible inxicly, apprehen- 
ſion, and 3 She confined herſelf to her room 
ill the evening, when, weary of her perplexing 


conjetures, and of herfelf, ſhe intended taking a 


walk in the grove, behind the houſe ; a ſcene which, 


al 
9 . for its tranquil and retired ſituation, ſhe was remark- 
N. ably attached to. 

ght | 

” | | The 
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The path to this pleaſant ſpot lay _—_ | DOM 
| kitchen garden, at the extremity of which wa er Lor 

| | little wicket, which opened into the principal A 
| | nue. This wicket had never had any 4 fallen Uer 


ing than that of a latch. What muſt have been H ventioi 


place 


| aſtoniſhment of Miſs Elmford, when ſhe found i { 


| | cured by a ſtrong lock, and could get no inform well : 


1! : 


tion of the key from any of the ſervants! withc 


in th 


* rr 


Her fears were now confirmed: and ſhe had 


CA 


every reaſon to ſuppoſe, from her prevaricating an- 


ſwers and condułt, that one of the upper female ſer. 0 


7 5 vants, 
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dugh t 


h wa er Lord, was in the ſecret. 


pal ave. 
falle Her caſe was now deſperate, and ſhe ſet all her in- 
een ik 


vention on the ſtretch, to meditate an eſcape from a 


d it & place and people, which ſhe began to deſpiſe as. 


forms. 


well as fear, It was impoſſible to ſcale the wall 


in the family might be in the intereſt of her Lord, 


an- Surrounded, perhaps, by ſpies, ſne knew it 


ler. would be in vain to attempt to leave the houſe by 


4 
3 


nts, way 


ants, who had been ſuſpeRted of an intimacy with 


without aſſiſtance, and ſhe knew not but every one 
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way 4 the front gates; as, in that caſe, ſhe would be 
open to their view, for at leaſt half a mile over the 
lawn. At laſt a thought ſtruck her, which appear. 


ed highly favourable to her deſign. 


We of yokptilAdiduiry, by ür fnommancy 
den of MIS Elniford, as Madndroſs to the f. 
mihy; and the good man, on a certain day in-every 
month, fetched the linen from the Hall for the waſh 
nt their own houſe, She recollected this was the 


evening on which he was to come. 


8 


In 
troduci 
ſurpri⸗ 
himſel 
ſent h 
tus ; | 
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In the evening he arrived, and, as uſual, was in- 
troduced to his bunkers; whom, 1 his great 
jurprize, he found in tears; but he congratulated 
himſelf on his good fortune in having a e re- 
ſent her, which he had juſt received from Auguſ- 
tus ; and which, he concluded, would adminiſter 
the comfort of which ſhe ſeemed to fland in need, 
She took it with an abſent mind, and broke the 
ſeal; but 6 too much agitated to examine it's 


241 


contents. 


« Oh, Joſeph !”? faid ſhe, „ I once had the 


good fortune to render you a ſervice, I now. 


6& ſtand 


: 
9 
: 
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- 


4 ſtand in need of a return of that friendſhip. Cu 


linen, A 


6 you be free? You fee me now a priſoner i ould f 


« the very houſe in which I have formerly been would! 


« ſo happy! 1 muſt fly this place. Will you alli . gence 


« me? Will you fave me from the dangers which 


to rep! 


© ſurround me p up a fe 


I neſt ] 


| Joſeph flood fixed to the earth, in gaping ao. EY 


niſhment. He made no farther enquiries than, _ 
what could he do to ſerve her ? * _” 


in is 


She aid, if be could conceal in his baſket of i «« 


: linen. 
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Can 


linen, and take away a few neceſſaries, which ſhe 
Cr in 


ould feteh him, to keep them at his houſe till he 


been ſhould heal farther frond her, ſhe would truſt to Pro- 


affl vidence for the reſt; when, hardly giving him time 


hic to reply, ſhe haſtened up to her room, and packing 

up a ſhin trifles, committed them to the care of ho- 

neſt Joſeph; begging him to leave the houſe as ſoon 

in. © poſſible, in order to avoid ſuſpicion. When ſhe 

|. {© idc—God bleſs him, and his family, this Jooks 
3 | | 


ſpoke a reſpectful curioſity ; and the tears gliſtened 


in his eyes as he retired... 15400 


t of « Joſeph J“. whiſpered ſhe, catching the door 


en. . 5 | | 
NWG | before 
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| before it cloſed, another word, My trouble 
| | « make me forgetful. Do you think it impoſſible i 
| & procure a key, which may open the wicket 
| | “that leads into the grove ? © Can you deſcnbe 
i | | 
| « it's make, Madam,” ſaid he? 1 think,” re- 
| 


plied ſhe, © it is but a common lock. The key, 


6 unfortunately, I have not ſeen,” 


6“ ſhall be here again to-morrow, Madam, I 


& the other of which may, perhaps, anſwer your 


* purpoſe, if you are determined. 


—_— 


* x -* 


SEP & Determined !” 


3 TT 
& will endeavour: to get two or three keys; one or 


At 
Miſs 
was M 


ed as 


: deed, determined, Joſeph. My happineſs, pre- 


expeditious !?” 


1 Ae 
1 ©, Here the ſound of a foot on the ſtairs precipitated 
his departure, He haſlened to diſpatch his buſineſs, 
and quit the houſe. 
1. I 
TP At a late hour, a gentle tap at the door rouſed 
5 Miſs Elmford; from. her melancholy reverie. It 


vas Mrs. Eleanor, whom we have before mention - 


Id as the favourite of Lord Lauderbroocke. She 


75 : 
8 | | came 


fLAUDERBROOKE-« 95 


« Determined ] —interrupted ſhe.—“ I am, in- 


6 ſent and future, is concerned. — Be ſecret; be 


| 
| 
j ; 
* 

* 
1 
} 
* : 
4 4 
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came under a pretence to enquire after her health, 
and to offer her conſolation in her trouble. Her 


diſcourſe indirefly led to the amiable qualities of 


| her Lord, and the high eſteem he profeſſed for Miß 


Elmford. She eaſily ſaw through the artifice. 
grew uneaſy, 2 without offering a direct reſent- 
ment, removing from one chair to another, tacit! 
eviriced her contempt of the meſſage and the mel. 


ſen ger. 


Eleanor, from a want of equanimity, after a 
little while, flamed out, upbraided her with illiber 
ity, and want of gratitude to the family: nor did 


ſhe 


ealth, 

Her 
es of 
Miſs 
tifice, 
Jent- 
acith 


mel 


er 4 
bera- 
did 


ſhe 


diſtraction, to know the event of her ſcheme with 
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the even ſpare to threaten, when Miſs Elmford 


could not be induced to anſwer her impertinent re- 


marks or interrogations; and at laſt; flung! away. 


from her in a manner which ſeemed to forbode ſome 


more alarming mis fortune. 
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She thought this a not abfortunate, though diſ- 


agreeable, incident, by which ſhe now ſaw well to 
509; 151119265 Stk Nt” 300] 61 FFH 


what ſhe had to truſt, and could not cloſe her eyes 
* a Ilie 3t 1/1» ien 1 "Os 


. 


to ſleep for the night, growing impatient, almoſt to 


W Fi 


„ 
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* 


Tn order to e melancholy, ſhe opened 0 
che letter, which ſhe received e day qi b 
and which, in her perturbed late of mind, ſhe had 0 
hitherto forgotten. She obſerved that its date was 
a month prior to its receipt; from: erhonce the ON» d 
e 4 mel have been anifeteriad;. or milla hk 
| he Fs intervenient time. Spite of all her Airug- * 
a her heart beat to love, when ſhe caft her eyes te 


on the ſubſcription : and its contents were ſuch, 
as conſiderably intereſted her feelings, and beſpoke 


for the writer a degree of compaſſion, 'of which ſhe 


_ thought her boſom incapable, He concluded 'by | 
| Go | an 


obſerving 
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obſerving that, he could no longer abſent himſelf from 

her preſence 3 but that, ſenſible of the impropriety 

— which be afcribad ly to jomthbul 

levity, and wearied with racking ſuſpence, he was 

determined to return home, and throw bimſelf at 
* feet, to ſolicit ber mevey or "meet 420 Fate 

which 3 be the conſequence of her ende de- 


termination. 


Joſeph having ſtaid later than his uſual hour, ſhe 
began to fear that ſome ſuſpicions: had ariſen; 
A- would be eifaled) uses to bu 


l oh 
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She, however, ſoon found herſelf agreeably deceiv- 


ed, by his arrival with the promiſed keys, by which 
circumſtance ſhe found her mind much nelicval:; 
and making him a pecuniary preſent, with a pro- 
miſe to | give him early information of her ſucceſs, 
ſhe diſmiſſed. him with tears in kis eyes, and half 


uttered bleſſings on his tongue. 


On | revolving the ſtep ſhe was about to take, 


Miſs Elmford's heart palpitated with undeſcribable 


ſenſations; nor was the- leaſt cauſe: of her regret, 


| that of leaving her little library, with which ſhe had 


been 


in 


ke, 


ble 


tet, 


Wy 


een 
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been complimented by her worthy Lady; and 
where, in her company, ſhe had ſpent ſome of che 


happieſt moments of her life. ; 


This 9 did dener to the taſte and piety 


of that divine woman, In addition to the firſt claſ- 


be 3 in 8 killory, biography, 
Ec. it compriſed the Eater eie of Shark 5 
„ diva of k — 2 1 indeli- 
cate was $i ie Rb to —ͤ—— che dalle or 
inflame the paſſions, wo carefully 9 | 


"» 


E 3 Her 


| 


— 
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Her Ladyſhip was neither pedant nor bigot; her 


judgment was ſound, her reaſoning truly logical, as 
well as Chriſtian, by which ſhe ſoared above thoſe 


narrow notions, which ſometimes prejudice and 


cramp the moſt worthy minds. Of thoſe poets who 
have m_—_ the cauſe of virtue e and religion the 
bad the higheſt opinion; ; nnd W ds taught 
by example as well precept, he ever held in the 


mu_ eſtimation ; 3 among the N of aſs 


oy the ingenious Mr. Richardſon, whoſe | 


works ſhe frequently read, and whoſe = more 


frequently coremeniaded and inculcated, 
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Fable and allegory were originally; intended to 
be the vehicles of edification and morality. They 


were the chaſte dreſſes in which exuberant fancy 


; exhibited the faireſt forms of truth and virtue, in 
f order to render dem more captivating io mankind. 


Thoſe who read the ſcriptures attentively, will fund | 


t many of their ſcruples obvinted, by obſervinga pris 

: _ epal part of them contain much of this kind of writs - 

* ing. The poetical parts, 8 abound with 

1 imagery, alluſions, metaphor, and figures, which muſt 

; : firike the Ss very forcibly ; not to ſay any thing a 
of chat ſublime whole, which forms ſo complete a | 
Atom of ey ind Weng. hs ; 

ble 11 
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But, in pode of time, the external embelliſh- 


th 
ments became the objects of admiration, While the D 
internal lay diſguiſed, or hid from public notice; | 
hence thoſe tales [replete with incident, and deſtitute G 
of ſentiment ;; written to no purpoſe, and read to I; 
no end; from which the ſcrupulous have formed : 
an unfavourable opinion, and continued to decry af 
the whole as corrupt and immorl. 8 
! I L 
; L » 4 i 1 4 150 - 4 h: 
vw 291678 hos n00q635tin enoilulls 1250 
Nor can we FRO a NE, more crartable Judg- 
iin VI „ O zou leine 12 min iis 3 
ment of _ works profelldl ſentimental, Are 
: i Wt * £4 2101 \ II 
not tte moſt brilliant ſentiments of our modern au- e 
thors 


© 


wo 


- LAUDERBROOKE. 105 


thors ill-directed, or miſapplied ? Do they not tend 


rather to ennervate than ennoble the mind? Even 


thoſe who are the warmeſt enthuſiaſts for ideal ſen- 
ſibility, do they often diſplay it in their conduRt in 
life ? They can paſs by the ſtarvin g child of misfor 
tune with cold - free Ft 6 1 1 


« wanderer of the ſtreet;ꝰ or treat with ſarcaſtic 
7 f * N f, 11 
nenne ii EDI 


cruelty, the unfortunate female whom hard neceſſity 


1 4 f IE" 
ITS 1 "% 1 1 ö 
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has driven to ſeek an aſylum in infamy ! 


It would, indeed, be well if writers of every de- 


ſcription, in their lighter flights, would keep in 


E FUF their 


* 4 OP — — * 
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their mind's eye” that fine remark of Boileau : | 


bel 
« Rien n'eſt beau que le Vrai, Le Vrai ſeul eft aĩmable ä 85 
«ll doit regner par tout; & meme dans la fable. | wa 
De toute Fiction Padroite Fauſetẽ | | pal 

66 Ne tend qua faire aux yeux briller la Verite® | 
; ten 
6g 

Theſe were the opinions of that good Lady to f 
. | 5 pr 

whom Miſs Elmford owed her paſt happineſs, and 
they are happily conformable to thoſe of a worthy, 
. . ; | | * 

and learned dignitary of the e of England. 3 
and 


The 


* Archbiſhop Tillotſon. 


ble: 


The 
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The critical moment at laſt arrived. When the 
bell rung the ſervants to dinner, 6b adventurer 
ſtole down the back ſtairs, and, greatly agitated, 
walked into the garden : yet conſidering this 2 po. 


bably the laſt opportunity ſhe would have, ſhe haſ- 


tened towards the gate, which was hidden from 


light of the houſe by the interpoſition of ſome large 


ſpreading evergreens, ? 


With a trembling hand, ſhe applied two keys in 


vain ; but the third fortunately effected her. deſign, 


and admitted her into the grove. 


3 With 
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Wich a fluttering heart, looking behind her exeiy 
fox; leps, ſhe flew down: the gravel-walk, which 
led, beneath the clump of firs, by her favourite 


chair, where ſhe uſed to fit and read, till ſhe had 


| paſſed the gate which led into the great public 


road, where, to elude purſuit, ſhe ſtruck into a bye 


path, which ſhe concluded would bring her into 


another, by which ſhe ſhould be able to reach her 


father's houſe about midnight, confiding in the 
early riſing of ihe moon, and the fineneſs of the 


evening. 


© Under her arm ſhe carried a ſmall bundle, which 


contained 


2. 


te 


nch 


ned 


And falling dews refreſh the flowers below. 
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contained a few neceſſaries; and ſhe thought her- 


ſelf juſtified in taking with her what valuables ſhe 


poſſeſſed from the former kindneſs of her indulgent 
Lady, the very recollection of whom filled her mind 
with agonizing pangs. Oft 'would the big 'figh 
burſt Nom her boſom, and the tear roll down her 
FE cheek, as ſhe caſt her eyes over the. vaſt ex- 


tent of country, which now began to fade around, 


as the fun ſunk beneath the diſtant azure hills; 


The ev'ning now with bluſhes warms the air; 
The ſteer reſigns his yoke, the hind his care; 


The clouds aloft with golden edgings glow, 


To. 
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R To a heart at eaſe, the ſerenity of the evening, 


and the beauty of the ſurrounding landſcape, might 
have afforded much pleaſure. It was compoſed. of 
fine level downs, on one hand, purpled with wild 
thyme, whoſe fragrancs floued. on every gale: on 


the other appeared vallies, watered with ſerpentine 


fireams, whoſe banks were cloathed in green and. 


yellow; and, to bound the whole, hanging-woods, 


which covered the ſcreens of the hills, as far as the 


eye could ſtretch. All theſe in vain conſpired to 
harmonize the paſſions of the fair exile, She had 


' ſome faint recolleftion of having paſſed this road 


Once 


el 


un 


cl 


ad 


CC 
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once before; thas was with her beloved facher, in 


their way to Lauderbrooke Hall; but how differ- 


ent then were her ſenſations ! then, all was novelty 


and expettation: now, bitter reflection and regret. 


ing to her own 10 : uf 
en e e ee 


have been about ſeven or eight miles diſtant from 
the Hall, when the laſt faint gleams of the ſetting 
ſun quitted the tops of the hills, and the black 


_— 17 T IT. y . s 9 ubs f 
clouds begun to riſe on the verge of the horizon. 


þ wt 1 5 7 1 > 2 * 4 
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Approaching the borders of an extenſiye foreſt, 
the met a woodman with a bundle of ſticks on his 


back, 
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back; and his bill hanging on his arm, returning 
e . Mende i Spesen n 
from his labour. Encoufaged by the openneſs and 
px + oe 4.1 POSI 1 1. Tu 
fimplicity of his countenance, ſhe enquired if the 
das 007497 199d Wag; Noon 390 tk 
path ſhe was then in lay directly through the 
$9 4 8 219 94 Rag, f! #4) 480; <0 t (1 708 * 
wood; and whether there were any croſs roads, 


which might miſlead her ? 


l l E dt w ' 
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+ Madam,” anſwered he, . if your honor 
& would be adviſed, I believe you would not go 
through that wood, but take your road on the 
e left, which goes round it: it may be a mile far- 


ce ther, or ſo: but 'tis almoſt night; and J fear, 


7 


66 by 


Tt by 


6 ſto 


(6 We 


jn 


nin g 


and 
the 
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ads, 


nor 


go 
the 


ar- 
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6 by the working of the clouds, that we have a 
ſlorm coming. + Beſides, they ſay. there has been.. 
6 bloody work hereabouts: that ſome paſſengers 
« were formerly killed near an old caſtle, which 
you will paſs, by the road's fide ; and that the 
© ſpirit has been ſeen to alt ie road frequently, 
f Narin g mortagouſly with' eyes as large as faucers! 


For my part, I have never ſeen nothing myſelf 3 


but 1 know thoſe that have; and ha- been mainly 


« frightened too !” 


And, pray friend, is the- caſtle you ſpeak of 
* inhabited P. fad ſhe, 


40 O, 


Dare — — 
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„O, 200 Laid he. Somme old * live 
a chere; but they are ſeldom ſeen out by any body, 
« As for! me, 1 would not live in it for all. the 


c World!“ 


'Polleſſed of a mind duly ſenſible of ſerious in. 
Preſſions, but ſuperior — notions, ſhe 
inuled at his fimplicity, thanked him for his kind 
information and advice, and proceeded on her 


journey. 


She had not gone far, before the heavens were 


obſcured with blackeſt clouds, and the rifing winds 


| howled 


howl« 
cient 


by a 


tha 


fou 
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le live howled loud through the dending branches of the an- 
boch. cient foreſt oaks, ' Theſe preſages were ſuecteded. 
ul the by a violent ſtorm of rain, and a clap of diſtant 


m8 > ; \ fc 2 7 8 * 114 — * * 
: * 


1 began! to/4ite,- and, folt; lhe. ſpirity-il 
ter, when The obſerved — 
— Hs ay a hs ANY 
which ſhe: turned ; and with ſame difficulty paſſed 


che court, which was ſtrewed with maſſy ruins, 


that the rude hand of Time had ſhaken from their 
'ere | __ OO 91) 6 Er 15 2 3 , * 7 | 
foundations, 


* e Alfter 
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After ed "O90 three times at the door, 
it was opened. by an old woman, with a taper in 
ber band, the feeble rays of which ſerved to diſco. 
ver a countenance far from affording encouragement 
to our benighted traveller. The complexion of her 
hoſteſs was of a waniſh: yellow, furrowed with the 
deep wrinkles -of vj ; her brows overſhadowed: a 
pair of red and hollow eyes, withia noſe: FEY chin 


which nearly formed an arch oven a wide and tooth- 


leſs I — f Pp 
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Miſs Elmford, with a modeſt diffidence, base 


4e 11 0 18. 


pardon for her freedom, informin g her that, not 


being 


being 
night 
ther, 
indu 


whuc 


fr 


| door, 
per in 
diſco. 
ement 
ff her 
1 the 

ed a 


chin 


the 
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being accuſtomed to chis part f the country, And 
night coming on, together with tempeſtuous FATTY 
ther, ſhe had been induced to beg the 1 of the 
indulgence of their kitchen fire till the morning, for 


which ſhe would gladly make them a colnpenſation, 


I . * ＋ — | 
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A hoarſe voice, which ſeemed to iſſue from an 


LAS £8 [f 1 3 


adjacent room, then ſaid, Let 'em come in.“ 
0197 eee eee EV een er ien OY 10 een 


At which 2 old woman opened the door, and 
12 ens Grid rn AS A3SU 


ſtood on one hide to admit her, ; meaſuring. her 


3 II 


from head | to 0 BY, with et eye; as ſhe entered, as 
though in ada of her — and i 


form; 
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form; then ſhilling the door, in an unſocial accent, 
with a kind. of half welcome, ſhe bade her follo 


She introduced her into a large apartment, the 
walls of which were decorated with tattered pictures, 
hatchments, ruſty weapons, and pieces of ancient 


armour, ſome of which were hung on the large an 


lers of the flag. The floor was checquered with 


black and white marble. A few antiquated damaſk 
Main and a table od al the furniture it . 


and thoſe were evidently in the laſt ſtage of decay: 


101 N Before 


atten! 
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cent, 
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Before a ſmoaky wood fire, on the hearth, in a 
worm. eaten chair, fat a grizly figure of a man, over 
whoſe fallow and fickly features ſeemed to hang a 
gloom of melancholy, which particularly ſtruck her 
attention. 12 Td hen donne e Den : 


: 3 2? | 4 5 g 
Linn -3Ofnf £6 S. 


He drew aſide his chair, to make room for "Ret ; 


but gil en e, a dark and fullen ſilence. F or a 


tb 8 n 0118250 wor 2s! 40 H 
moment he em his eyes to the _ countenance 
0 : 


Chis fir guſt; then heed them ain 0 he 


ina kind of flag contemplation | 
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A Ggh burſt from the boſom of Miſs Elmfor 


which ſeemed to awaken the chrioſity of her hol. 


eſs, Who then: firſt; —— a deſire of being made 


acquainted _ the cauſe. of her journey. Mi 


Elmford was encouraged by her interrogations, and 


artleſsly gave a ſhort hiſtory of the laſt few years of 


os 
her life. 
8 1 71 5 ; 3 
4 
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Her tale now began to win the attention of the 


— os ” 5 
af enteo Toene 5772 #1 2 IL? 5 19 


| old man likewiſe, who liſtened with + an __ 


"Y'1 : * 9 
- * 


n of intereſt; _ even now and then W 


a repetition of "AE protec . of her narra- 
tion; at the concluſion of which, they vic with- 


$8 4 * drew 


th 


oo” 


he 


g made 
Mis 


ned 


rears of 
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drew to the door, where thi el to converſe 
with ſome earneſtneſs, though in a low voice; and, 
by their d caſting heir eyes towards her. 
ſhe concluded that they were conſulting how a ac- 


commodate her for the night, 


The old woman then ſet on the table a cruſt of 


brown bread and cheeſe, to which ſhe added a jug of 


four beer; of which Miſs Elmford partook with 


thankfulneſs, for ſhe had ate little that day. 


After ſupper, the old man retired to reſt : when 


her hoſteſs informed her, that ſhe: had only two beds 
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in the houſe, one of which had not been flept on for 
a long time, aid was in a room which was very ſel- 
dom opened, and 8 If ſhe could diſ- 
penſe with that, and could lie down with her clothes 
on, ſhe was welcome; and ſhe would leave her a 


lamp to burn by her. 


She accepted the offer with gratitude; and hav- 


ing eſtes her through " WI intricate paſſages to 


che apartment, the old woman, whoſe name, ſhe 
learnt, was Magdalene, wiſhed her good night, 


ihut the Jave, and retired, 


| After 


f 


91 
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— 


or After falling on her knees, and recommending 
e- herſelf to the protection of che Sh the com- 
il poſedly aroſe, and contemplated her ſituation. The 
ICS 3 of the bed-· room was of the ſame ſtamp and 
A date as that of the apartment below. 


The ſtorm now abated, the winds ſubſided, and 


the moon was breaking through the clouds right be- 


v- 

_ fore her window, which was of the gothic architec- 

* ture; and whoſe dim panes would fraocy admit its 

be teeble rays. She raiſed herſelf on a broken chair; 
and looked out at a caſement, which clattered as ſhe 
opened Fe from whence ſhe was enabled to form 

be | „ Wa 
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ſome 1dea of the building. It was a ſtructure which 


_—_ 


| had often ſeen the ruthleſs hand of Time— 


Sweep the toiling race of men, 


« And all their labour'd monuments, away,” 


* 


The two round towers, with decayed battlements 


crowned with mantling ivy, caught the beams of the 


moon, and roſe in the boldeſt point of light: the 


| c 

other parts were maſſed in ſhade, Amidſt the ſtill- 
4 { 

neſs of midnight, the hooting of the owl, and the 
f 


_ ruſtling of the dying breeze through the ſurrounding 


trees 
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trees of the extenſive foreſt, added not a little to the 


ſolemnity of the ſituation. 


/ 


The walls of the room ſhe poſſeſſed were damp, 
mouldy, and ſtreaked with green, where the rains 
had frequently oozed through the neglefted roof ; 
and, as ſhe examined every part inks ſhe diſ- 


covered a trap-door in the corner, which opening 


with great difficulty, ſhe ſaw a few ſteps, which 


— 


I 


communicated with a long dark gallery, of which || 
ſhe could not ſee the end. Her courage failed her: 
ſhe ſhut the door fofily, and laid her down on the 
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bed: but found it impoſſible to compoſe her eyes to 
ſleep, from a reſtleſs curioſity to become acquainted 


' with the other parts of this myſterious building. 


Soon as day-light entered her windows, ſhe 


tel 
aroſe; again opened the trap-door, and taking the . 
lamp in her hand, deſcended che ſteps, and paſſed 
the gallery; at the end of which ſhe 3 {he 
heard a voice, like that of one in prayer or ſupplica- 
tion. She ſtarted back, and recovered her Are bb 
prize, by endeavouring to perſuade herſelf that thoſe a 
ſounds were only the ſuggeſtions of a diſturbed ima- for 


gination; 


b 


** 
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gination; when a grating behind her, like that of 


ſomebody unlocking the door of | her: apartment, re- 


called her attention, and ſhe flew back; and let 
down the trap-door with the greateſt precaution ; 


which ſhe had no ſooner done, than her hoſteſs en- 


\ 


tered ; and it was with difficulty our fair adven- 


- 


turer could conceal her perturbation. 


Magdalene appeared far more civil and conver- 


üble than on the preceding evening, and even 


apologized for the poverty of her lodgings, and fo 
forth. Her lovely gueſt, with unaffefied gratitude, 


Fd . ſilenced 


- 
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* % 


filenced her with thanks for her kind attention and 


ſolicitude on her account. . 


They both returned to the room to which ſhe 


was at firſt introduced; and the old man, whoſe 


| | 
name, ſhe underſtood, was Rufus, joined them at 


breakfaſt ; nor was he ſo reſerved as he had hitherto | 


appeared. He led to the ſubject of the laſt night's 


converſation, and, ſhe thought, he ſeemed to dwell | 


. upon it in a remarkable manner. They both adviſ- 
ed her by no means to think of purſuing her jour- 


ney alone through the foreſt, without a guide; and 


then, 
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then, without giving her time to reply, inſiſted ſhe 


ſhould ſtay till noon, and take a relation of theirs, 


who would arrive about that time, to accompany 


and direct her. 


She expreſſed great anxiety to go: but her hoſt 


(apparently. from motives of kindneſs) refuſed to 


comply with her deſire, 


She paſſed the morning with the greateſt Oe? 
ence, PT no viſitor appeared, She had frequently 
obſerved Rufus and his wife withdraw, and con- 
verſe in a low voice, with ſome degree of warmth; 
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130 , THE BARON or 
but her generous heart was ready to check every ſuf. 
picion Which roſe in her mind, on balancing ſuch 


circumſtances. She knew not deceit herſelf, and 


was ever willing to judge favourably of others. 


* 


ang approached, nd the promiſed guide did 
not arrive; when ſhe again yielded to their impor- 
tunities, to ſtay with them another night. To this 
ſhe the more readily conſented, from a hope of hav- 
ing another opportunity of making farther diſco- 
veries ; which lay much on her mind, | 


When her hoſt and hoſteſs were gone to reſt, ſhe 


took 


too 


ops 


wh 


ſan 
pla 
fol 


nol 
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ſuch 


and 
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took her lamp in her hand, with great intrepidity 


opened the myſterious door, and again deſcended 
155 the long gallery, at the end of which ſhe iſtics 
vered another door, with a large ruſty key in it, 
which appeared to be ſeldom touched by mortal 


hand, 


Here ſhe fixed herſelf, and liſlened ; when the 
fame voice again ſtruck her ear, and the could 
plainly diſtinguiſh theſe words, which ſeemed a 
form the ebnc hö of a ppetz and were pro- 
nounced with a ſtrong and deliberate emphaſis FE 


F 6 6c Yet 
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“Vet not my will, O Lord! but thine be done!” 


For a moment ſhe flood petrified : but ſoon col. 


, letting courage, and putting to all her ſtrength, 


, | turned the key, the grating of which, together with 
1 chat of the reluctantly opening door, reverberated 


through the long and hollow arches, with-a ſound 
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Here ſhe beheld a venerable figure of a man, juſt 


riſing from an- attitude of prayer. He was wrapt 


in b long cloak; his perſon was tall and graceful; 


| his long beard ' waved m profuſion over "TH breaſt ; 


and on his pale countenance, peace and reſignation 
were viſibly pourtrayed. The ka of his cell 
appeared to be only a wretched bed, a chair, and a 
broken table, on which lay a dirty bible, the beſt 


and only ſolace of his melancholy hours. 


He turned his eyes ward the door, with aſto- 


niſhment, at ſight of the lovely ſtranger; and bis 


boſom heaved a deep ſigh as he articulated, Un- 


6« fortunate 


134 | THE BARON OF 
« fortunate woman! by what perverſe deſtiny are 
you doomed to become a partaker of my mis- 


é fortunes??? 


Pardon, reverend man, ſaid ſhe, *© pardon 
e an undeſigning female, whoſe curioſity. only can 


apologize for her intruſion,” . . 


8 Aſk not my pardon,“ ſaid he; ws *tis a mo- 


1 


e mentary gratification to me once more to behold 
5 the human face divine; but an additional pang ng 


« diflends my boſom, when I refleft, that another fi Pa 
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« thoſe fiends, whoſe tender mercies are inexpreſſi- 


bly cruel 1 + 


Her blood thrilled cold through her veins, as he 
finiſhed his ſentence ; and a ſerious ſenſe of her pe- 


rilous ſituation agitated her whole frame. 


She, however, called up all her fortitude, and 
ſilled the apprehenſions of the good man, by aſſur- 
ing him that ſhe had it ill in her power to quit the 


place whenever ſhe choſe, 
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& Truſt then no longer thoſe people,” ſaid he: 
% You know them not; they deſerve not your con- 


ce fidence. Seize the opportunity. Conſider your 


ee own ſafety: and leave me to my fate!“ 


Miſs Elmford ful ſudden ſhock at this alarming 


injunction !— 


«© Before the morning,” ſaid ſhe, © I cannot 
“go. This night ſhall be devoted to your conver- 


e ſation, Unboſom to me your misfortunes ; and 


J will hazard my own life to render you ſervice !” 


& Kind 
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| 3 

« Kind and virtuous young lady!“ exclaimed 
he, © ybu have my heartfelt thanks for your 


He 


good intentions: But, Ah! 1 fear? 
ſhook his head —heſitated, and then remained ſorrow- 
fully ſilent. | 


She interpreted that ſilence not at all in her own 
5 


4 
* 


favour. However, after ſome little expoſtulation, 
he drew from him the following brief hiſtory of his 
misfortunes. 

“ Deſcended from an ancient and honourable fa- 
© nüly,““ ſaid he, „ I entered into life with the 


& faireſt 
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« faireſt. proſþeds, and the higheſt expectations. Het 
«© My name can avail . ; my mee oy, 
claim your commiſeration. of his 
&« At an early age, 1 conceived an invincible 

« paſhon for the profeſſion of nn ; and, having WY 
obtained a commilſion, had 8 of ſign. MW 


ee lizing myſelf in different actions in the ſervice of df 


my king and country. | | ( ful 
6 thi 
5 In the late war, I was called upon to leave m 


t an affectionate wife and an infant daughter, to «aB 


« whoſe fate, alas! I am to this day a firanger''— & ne 


Here 


Ions. 
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Here he claſped his hands, and raiſed his eyes in 


unes Micony, while the big tears rolled down the furrows | 


1ble 


na- 


ve 


Ic 


o his grief. worn cheek, 


— 


11311. 


«I left,” —with fins difficulty, reſumed he 
© my native country, for the ſeat of war on the con- 
« tinent ; where, after having ſurmounted many 
« difficulties, and braved death in all its moſt dread- 
Gf ful fora, I returned, crowned with laurels, at 
6 the concluſion of a glorious campaign, to repoſe E 
„ myſelf on the deny boſom of S felicity, 
© But what mortal ſhall preſume, on future happi- 
"neſs? I had ſcarcely ſet foot on my native foil, 


ee when 
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& when I * in pafſing a wild heath by: 
*© band of ruſſians—by whoſe hands my faithful ſer. 
* vant fell—who brought me ingloriouſly gaggel 
e and blindfolded, by bye-ways, from a great di. 
ce x. Ms tothe ſcene of horror, where I have remain 
ed ever ſince: never having till now been bleſſed 
a wich the ſight of a human being, but the weiche, 


& who deſerve not that appellation, who bring me 


% my ſcanty morſel of daily food. I know not 


ei how many years I have lingered here. I loſt the 


& era of computation in a fever and delirium, into 


1 


« which 1 fell, through the violence of my grief, 
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* on firſt entering this manſion of ſorrow, This 


« (diſorder 


ath by 2 


hful fer 
Sage 
eat dil 
remain 
bleſſe 
retches, 
ng me 
w not 
oft the 
into 
grief 

Thi 


order 


LAUDERBROOKE., 141 


: diforder muſt have laſted mea very conſiderable time; 


* 


FE RF OE, 
6 and, even after my reſtoration to reaſon, I ſunk 


into a hopeleſs ſtupor of a ſtill longer duration. 


60 But, thanks to the Cod of all mercies! he 


6 has at laſt caught me „ to look above this little 


6 fene of things ;” and, ſince RU. is no hope for 
me on his Ge the grave, hath endued my ſoul 
„with faith and patience, to wait with bumble reſig- 
4 nation for the rapturous moment when he thall 
„wipe away all tears from my eyes, and grant me 
an holy and happy enfranchiſement. i Wich David 


* 


6 of old, I have learned to walk always in his fight, 


and to call on him night and day. His word 
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« alone is my conſolation and alight: confiding i 
* that, I paſs the 00 valley of the ſhadow can 
& death; nl hope to come forth from the furnac 
&« of affliction like gold ſeven times purified by af 

9 fire!“ that e 
to het 

Alicia ſtood fixed in ſpeechleſs amazement, at 3 
| F 

the recapitulation of ſome circumſtances, which fht s 
violet 


| had before heard from the mouth of her late much. =Y 
N % | uw 


honoured Lady—B ut recoverin g herſelf a little, ſhe 


exclaimed, with a tremulous accent— 


ITI 


„ [W. 


& Graciou! 


fiding ff © Gacious/ Heaven] and is i poſſible your name 
adow can be — 


- furn; ; F- 


o CC | RSS . 
{36 Beaufort” —interrupted he, with an — 


that evinced equal ſurprize, while he raiſed his eyes 


+ 
wi 


»# 


to hers, with all the impatience of curioſity. 


ent, at 


At that very moment they were alarmed by a 


ich ſhe 
violent noiſe, like that of a huge fragment of the 


much- 


building deſcending: on the floor above their heads, 
le, ſhe 


They were both ſtartled. © Fly 155 ſaid he, 
© {weet excellence! F ly this inſtant, leaſt you be 
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144 . THE BARON OP 
&« implicated in my misfortunes ! Conſider Your 


« own ſafety, and leave me to Providence !” 


He caught her hand ; but had not time to thank 
her. She burſt away, darted through the gallery 
mounted the ſteps, and ſhut down the trap-door 


with the greateſt caution, 


Trembling, and half breathleſs, with the violence 
of her agitation, ſhe threw. herſelf ow'the bed, in 
which ſtate ſhe thought ſhe heard a voice of diſtreſs, 
and the ſound of footſteps on the Be; hes et 
hoſteſs appeared with ſtron g marks of horror depiftcd 
in her countenance, 
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For God's ſake, young Lady !” cried ſhe, 


c riſe, and come with me this inſtant !” 


A thouſand fears and ſuſpicions at once ruſhed 
into 5 mind; yet, although hardly able 2 ſupport 
herſelf, with trembling ſteps ſhe followed Maglalene 
up the ſtairs, at the top of which ſhe found her huſ- 


band ſtruggling in a fit, 


The idea of the crimes of thoſe wretches ſtruck 
her with a ſecret horror; but, ever alive to the calls 
of humanity, ſhe rendered every aſſiſtance in her 
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power, to raiſe and reſtore the miſerable object be- 


fore her, whoſe eyes rolled with a kind of guilty 


terror on all around him ; And, during the whole of 


that melancholy night, he appeared to enjoy but 


© ſhort intervals of returning reaſon. He now and 


2 - 


then made ſigns, and muttered broken ſentences, 
which the wife ſeemed anxious to ſuppreſs or con- 
ceal ; nor was ſhe much lefs reſtleſs and uneaſy than 


bimſelf, Her perturbation of ſpirits muſt, indeed, 


have been obvious to any one though not poſſeſſed 
of ſuch lights as Miſs Elmford, who now hardly 


knew to which object to· direct her pity. 
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It is dreadful to behold the laſt ſtruggles of co 


ſcious gult— 


4 


14 


„ 


7 


« When Conſcience ſpeaks—for it vill ſpeak at laſt, 


« Our leave unaſked !” 


And it is the maxim of the truly liberal mind, 


dus, u which th owl hear cal, iff be 


not invulnerable, to— 


L 


* 


vc Abhor the crime, but mourn the man l | 


%þ 


« Sure there is none but dreads a future ſtate 


« And when the moſt obdurate ſwear they do not, 


« Their trembling hearts belie their boaſting tongues h- 


G 2 


Towards 


from a ſenſe of it's own imperfettions, at that aw- 
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Towards the approach of day-light, he lay ns | 
compoſed, and fell 110 a {lumber 5 but would fre- | 
- quently, like Shakeſpear's ſanguine Monarch, “ 
ſtart, and exclaim—* Take them away !—Take 4 
ce them away -I waſh my hands of it 1 | 
I 
a 


; Miß Elmford renewed her wiſh to depart, While © 
yet ſhe had the day before her : but the old woman, fr 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, and with eyes ſwim- 
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ming in tears, | befought her not. 8 leave her, ll ſhe 
could procure ſome TOR or her huſband's diſ- 
order ſhould take a favourable turn; yet, be it as it 
may, ſhe promiſed that ſhe would not detain her 
longer than the next day. It was painful to her to 
refuſe, though doubly ſo to comply with thoſe hard 
ad unpleaſant conditions. She was willing to ſet 
circumſtances in the beſt poſſible light ; and hoped, 
from the appearance of ſincerity in Magdalene's 
profeſſions of gratitude, that her perſon was ſafe at 
leaſt ; and that this procraſtination, through an un- 
foreſeen event, mi ght give her ſome farther oppor- 
tunity of fg and rendering her ſervices to an 1 


63 A nocent 
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nocent and unſortunate man, in whoſe fate ſhe felt 
her mind fo inexpreſſibly intereſted. : 


vs 


WW 


Another day, and great part of the night, paſſed 


vs 


6s 


in the 20 gloomy ſolicitude: but a little before 
the morning began to dawn, they obſerved in the 2 


old man a more permanent degree of reaſon; but, 


alas! it only returned to awaken him to the moſt 


5 


- 
. 


poignant deſpair, 


His whole frame was in a ſtate of the moſt vio- 


* 


lent trepidation; and in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, 
et N 


he exclaimed, 
“ Wretch 


e 


ch 
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66 Wretch that Jam! whither ſhall I fly? W har” 

« have I din ? Why will not conſcience cl to 
** torment me ? Ah! I have done /uch things—1 - 
66 have been gulty of ſuch enormous crimes, that 


the door of hope is ſhut againſt me for ever! In- 


jure not the innocent -e Aave done that too 


much already. Turning his eyes to his 


* wife, ]|—** Set them at liberty Add no more to 


6 my load of guilt! by which I am overwhelmed—- 


* and {inking ! I am about to enter into eternity, 


« with hands imbrued with blood! with a heart 


„black with guilt—I cannot—will not go ! I can- 


not meet the Judge [os 


G 4 Here 
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Here his ravings roſe to the higheſt phrenzy of 
deſpair ; and Miſs Elmford was ready to fink with 
terror, while ſtruck with * truth of that alarming 


and awful aſſertion which the here ſaw verified — 


A death-bed's a detector of the heart, 
A fearful lecture, and of ſov'reign pow'r; 


To vice confuſion—tho to virtue peace 
During this ſcene of horror and diſtreſs, a violent 
thundering was heard at the outer door. Miss 
Elmford's heart again palpitated. Magdalene flew 
down the ſtairs, and opened the door, Three men, 


who. 
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vith 
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en, 
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who had left their horſes in the care of a ſervant at 


the court gate, ' ruſhed in: the firſt a fine young 


gentleman ; the next a clergyman ; and the laſt a 
plain, honeſt-looking countryman. Impatience was 


- in every look: they preſſed forward with little ce- 


remony. The old woman was overwhelmed. with 


confuſion . 


Various apprehenſions ſtruggled in the boſom of 


Miſs Elmford. One moment he hazel the m— 


ed viſitor was arrived, to 1 1 ; and my next, 


de conceived they were perſons. ſent 3 in a purui of 
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oy by Lord 3 
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| She heard ſeveral voices at DR but could not 
© | particularly diſtinguiſh any thing which was ſaid, 
She could no longer reſiſt the impulſe of curioſity : 


ſhe ſtole to the top of the ſtairs, and liſtened unob- 


ſerved, till ſhe heard her own name mentioned ; 


and the old woman, in heſitating accents, deny 


her. One of the voices grew louder, and more im 


portunate—She knew it to be that of her father, 


Then, with the ſwiftneſs of lightning, ſhe ruſhed 


en and few ines bis one, while be 


vetoed her tn kis-henet, and baked her check with © 
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fad 
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4 
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his nook; She fobbed audibly, but could not ſpeak. 
0 Be comforted, darling of my foul,” cried the 
joneſt Ambroſe, * be comforted! Look up, and 


© thank your friend and deliverer. : 


She at length raiſed her lucid eyes, overflowing 
with tears, which met thoſe of the amiable Au guſ- 


= who approached, and took her hand with a mo- 


iſt diffidence, while her heart throbbed, and glow- 


ed, alternately. ; 


"-+ 24 


„May I be permitted, dear Miſs Elmford/!” | 
fad he, “ to congratulate you on your releaſe from 
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ce this vile place? A ready bluſh waved FER her 
l check, | while the enraptured * without 
giving her time to reply, ampel — a 
6 my Alicia your beſt acknowledgments to this 
& young gentleman. You know not- how much 
ce you — his debtor: to him, and to bin onh, 
you owe your deliverance, —A thoutad bleſſings 


ce attend him!“ 


— 


It was now no time for pundtilio— He would 
have proceeded—had ſhe not turned to Auguſtus, 
and ae es her knees, 10 thank him. His eyes 
beamed with tranſcendant luftre ; and Miſs Ein- 
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her ford, forgetting every unfavourable impreſſion, fan- 


out cied ſhe never ſaw him look ſo charmingly. + 


tc WM He took her other hand, and raiſed her with the 
greateſt tenderneſs. She then firſt noticed her 
friend Dr. Goodwill ; and took his offered hand. 


"gs By turns oy each embraced her, while the tribute 
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of joy and gratitude ſpontaneous flowed from every 
eye. 


1d | | | 
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During chis affecting interview, the old woman 
turned pale, her lips quivered, and her trembling 
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limbs were ſcarcely able to ſupport her, They no- 
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TY THE BARON or 
ticed her agitation, and deſired her to be compoſed: 
but what arguments can calm the guilty mind? 
Fear and terror are its natural concomitants. She 
enn with many tears, not to diſturb the 


peace of her dying huſband, 


bee bade her be comforted and allured her, 
"I on the _— they would ri him all 
the aſſiſtance in their power ; and, as ſoon as her 
| emotions had s ine ſybſided,. as ter im, ſhe 
retired, though with ſome PIER to her huſ- 
band, and left them together in the hall. 
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lere Miſs Elmford was made acquainted wih 
the means of her diſcovery, to which account ſhe 


attended with mute aſtoniſhment. 


The very day that ſhe left Laakhenke Hall, 
Auguſtus arrived, according to his propoſal, and | 
immediately flew aw houſe of Joſeph Anthony, 
who informed him of her flight, and, what he knew, 
of the occaſion of it: intimating,” that he underſtood -- 
ny Lord, his father, filled with revenge, wis gone 


in purſuit of her. On coming to the hall, in his 


father's abſence, he found every thing there in the; 


greateſt 
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patience prevailing over his duty, and decorum, he 


broke the ſeal ; and read as follows :— 
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». 


greateſt ' confuſion ; and a letter ſoon after arrived, 


T yo 
ſuperſcribed— | * an 


T W: 


„To Lox D LAUDERBROOKE, with pee vl 


| The letter was delivered to Auguſtus, whoſe im- x 


.. * May it pleaſe your Lordſi/, | ® 


&« Your fair fugitive is fallen into our 


te hands, where we will take care to detain her till pri 


66 you 
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rived, W ©: you come. Make all the ſpeed you poſſibly can, 


wand the perverſe fair one ſhall yet crown your 


„ wiſhes. 
5 Your's to ſerve, in what I may, 
; | + Woodland Caſl. - Rufus BY 
be 


— 


This letter accounted for the former whiſperings 


and confaliacicus ſhe had remarked, and for the de- 


lays ſhe had experienced, 
ur Her father bad been made 2 with her 
ill previous intention, M "IP common friend Jokph; 


ou | | | | and 
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and the old man immediately came to his houſe for 


farther information, Dr. Goodwill was conſulted 


on the occaſion ; and deſired to accompany the lov. 
er, and the diſtreſſed parent, to ſnatch the unfortu- 
nate maid from the precipice of ruin; and, there 


being no time to be loſt, they ſet off immediately. 


Their — congratulayions were _ ended, 
before Magdalene as though unvillng to leave 
them long alone, returned ; but — not to 


have quite overcome her uneaſineſs and agitation. 


— 


Mig Elmford had not Ay time to report hae dif. 


_ the therefor 3 a beuer opportunity Y 


and, 


it w 
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ind, with little ceremony, they all followed the old 


woman up ſtairs to the ſick room; although ſhe 


femed to lead the way with much reluftance, 


S 


delirious. 


The huſband, at their fili entering, appeared 


& Who are you ?” cried he: Are 


you the miniſters of vengeance ? If ſo, leave me! 


« jeave me! I ſhall not long be here. Let me but 


die in peace, I will diſcloſe every thing 


152 


— 


Dr. Goodwill offered him ſpiritual conſolation, 


and he grew more rational in his exclamations : but 


it was with the utmoſt difficulty his wife could be kept 
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and juvenile diſſipations. He was privy to every 
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alive, while—although he frequently talked incobe. 


trigue 


rently, and often wandered from his ſubject—he te- has ei 


cited ſuch deeds to his aſtoniſhed auditors, as TR 

| with 

© Harrow'd up their ſouls, and froze their blood !” : 
h 


= a 
* # 


here 


It appeared that he was admitted, at an early pe- 


| of t] 
riod of life, into the confidence of Lord Lauder. 


: brooke, then Sir Thomas Beaufort, ] and received 


the higheſt marks of his favour for the vileſt of ſer- 


vices—thoſe of miniſtering: to his guilty pleaſures, 
Fo | 


ten 


amour; and made himſelf inſtrumental to every in- |, 
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2 a | | trigue 
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Col. trigue of the moſt accompliſhed libertine. Nor did 


he Te. his employer frequently fail to exertifo his evil ge- 


— 


nius, in the deepeſt ſtratagems, and reward him 


* —- : * * 1 
re dee eee — 


with a liberality proportionable to his merits, It 


1 | 
had been, comparatively, well, if they had ſtopped 
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The only remaining branches of this formerly ex- 
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tenſive family, were Lord Lauderbrooke and Sir 
Edmund Beaufort; and even they but diſtantly re- 


led; though they appeared to be on a foot of the 
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brous of the company of this amiable family ; i 
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| ſtrifteft intimacy. Sir Edmund's eſtates were on. 


ſiderable, and lay contiguous to thoſe of his relation, 


to whem they devolved, in caſe of his deceaſe without 


er 


Vn ſelfiſh and liberal heart of Lend Lauder: 


*. brooke felt uneaſy at Wen union of Sir Edmund with 


an . young lady of ſmall fortune : and 


full more fo on the birth of a daughter, about fifteen 


months after their marriage; Vet he had the ad. 


dreſs to conceal the chagrin, and appeared very de 


whoſe friendibip his worthy Lady fett the moſt ke 
| fined 


e con- 


lation, 


71thout 


auder- 


fined 
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fined and undiſſembled happineſs : nor had ſhe a 


{uſpicion of the duplicity and perfidy of her Lord, 
who had ſecretly ſet his heart on the eſtates of his 
friend, and only waited for a favourable opportunity 


to get them into his hands. 


This opportunity ſoon offered ; for Sir Edmund, 


in his military. capacity, was ordered abroad ; and 


lis Lordſbip, like David in the caſe of Uriah, 


boped that he weuld fall in the heat of battle, that 


be might have netlüng to 


ed by letters from the hero, that he had accompliſh 
ed 


to his own con- 
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ed the * of kis wäſſlos n and was about to * 
as with honour | to his country. Lord Lauder 
lebe intercepted all his letters; and Gorjed other 
in their ſtead ; purporting, that he had fallen n 


the field of battle. 


_ . Meanwhile he employed his minion Rufus to en. 


gage a band of ruffians to way-lay-him, on his arr. 

val; and to bring him to this caſtle, which belong. 
ed to him, where he was 0 hold him in confinement 
lor life ; in conſideration of which important ſerver, 
be promiſed to ſecure him an annuity, 5 make 


him the keeper of bis injured relation. 
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Alis Elmford, ſtruck with horror, here fainted 


in the arms of her father. Auguſtus: changed co 


Jour, and waited with impatience for the ſequel. 


Rufus continued his narration by obſerving, that 


there were ſtill two obſtacles in the way, about 


* 


which his „ Siabolical employer conſulted ks: and 


Are him a the moſt angel fav ours, it he 


© 


could remove hom. He undertook t the * al * 


<0 


ach; and engaged to ſet aſide the lovely infant 


and- amiable mother. The firſt demon rejiced 


not more ſincerely over the fir/t victim, than Lord 
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It was reported that the unhappy widow uſed to 


take a frequent excurſion with her little mnocent, 


about two years of age, into the moſt ſequeſtered 


=_ of the country, daily, to meditate on her 


oY to brood over her misfortunes, and ſhed in ſe- 


cret the tear of bitter anguiſh ! 8 of thoſe ex · 
curfions—dreadful to relate !—the infernal cabal 


propoſed to cut off root and branch. 


Nufus, and another of his agents, undertook the 


bloody taſk ; though he owned his heart revolted at 


ſonally; 
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ſed to ſonally; but, by miſtake, ſurprized the nurſe with 
cent, the infant, one morning; and ſhe, inſtead of the 


lere mother, fell a vittim to the monſters! 
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But the charms and cties of the dear infant quite 
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their coward hearts betrayed them, and they fled 


with precipitation ; while the dear aooctinae, left 
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ed at The traveller's heart melted, He took her up in 
per- hiv arms; and, mingling his kiffes and tears\with 
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hers, ſought to ſoothe her ſorrows, by folding her 


throbbing heart to his boſom, with all the ardour of 


paternal affeftion! !! gs Heb and 


The ſcene- which took Place, when the narrator 
came to this circumſtance, ſurpaſſes all deſcription, 
Auguſtus ſtood thunderſtruck at the accumulated 


crimes of a father, and his heart half revolted from 


its allegiance. Miſs Elmford ſunk inſenſible into 


- 


emphatically exclaimed, © And 7, thank heaven ! 


Vas that paſſenger ! And you, my Alicia, are 


« the dear, dear reſcued child — Ves! I was- the 


© inſtrument, 


the arms of Ambroſe, who, with ſtreaming eyes, : 


6 
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« own me! 
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«inſtrument of ſaving you—Do not—do not dif. 


* 
Fg 


2 She lified her humid eyes to Ambroſe . Beſt; 
« and tendereſt of men'! and are you not my real 
father? and have I not a mother indeed? Give 


me my other parents; but let me not reſign 


« you!“ — Then, after ſobbing convullively, ſhe 


exclaimed Thank heaven, I have ſeen my other 
“father !—I have wept over him !—Let me fly to 
* Jim Let me carry him the tidings of liberty! 


Let me—let me be the meſſenger” —— 
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She could not be I WP the a were de- 


8 


manded—ſhe ruſhed away. They followed her, 


| She deſcended into the priſon, threw herſelf into 


his arms, and bedewed his neck your her tears, 


She had loſt * powers of articulation ! The * of 
Auguſtus was ſwollen with indignation at the vile 


deeds of bis father, and the dying miſcreant, while 


it melted with commiſeration for the wrongs of bs 


honoured relation, whoſe hand he preſſed and bathed 


in tears. 
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Dr. Goodwill, after the firſt paroxiſms had fub. 
ſided, explained the whole my ſtery of wickedneſs to 
the aſtoniſhed man, who embraced them all by 
turns, while his FI was irradiated with a decent 


joy ; and then, falling on his knees, he invoked 
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exery bleſſing of heaven on their heads for their 


_— 
14 — —— 


kind ſervices. 
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« High and wonderful are thy ways, O God!“ 
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he cried : © Thoſe who call on thee, ſhall not call i 


— — 
3 r 
7 e 


* vain ! Thou haſt been my help and ſupport in all 
« my afflictions; and thou haſt promiſed that, thou 
© wilt never leave me, nor forſake me. Oh! give 


\ 


H 4 | % me 
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eme a heart duly ſenſible of thy mercies ; and cer 
« thankful for all thy goodneſs.— Forgive my ene. 


mies, and give them grace to ſue: for that mercy 


6 which they have denied to me and mine!“ 


4 . 
: 9114 


They then ſupported him to the chamber of the 


dying man, who ſhrunk down as though he had, 


1 


ſeen a ſpettre; and Magdalene, at their entrance, 


i 


fell on the floor; in a flate of inſenfibility, : * | 


— 


; | „„ 
Nothing could exceed the ſolemnity of this 


- ſcene: they all knelt around the bed, by the deſire 


of Sir Edmund, to implore peace and pardon for 


the 


the 
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the wretch, whoſe averted eyes dared not turn on 


; ; 


thoſe he had fo eſſentially injured. 


Their preſence, they obſerved, only ſerved: to 


increaſe his agonies; and they retired, deſiring the 


unfortunate wife, on her recovery, to attend them.; 
which ſhe did, apparently with the ſenſations of a 
malefaQtor in his proceſſion to the fatal ſcaffold! 

They then ſolemnly aſſured her, that, if ſhe 
would diſcloſe whatever ſhe knew, farther of this dia- 


* 


bolical buſineſs, and of the fate of the ſtill- undiſco- 


vered lady, as they conceived ſhe had already ſuffer. 
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od . * would not only pardon the 
paſt, but, provided they found her contrition pro- 
portionable to her crimes, ſet her EA ſuch temp. 


tauons for the future; and that they would not 


further difturb her hufhand, whoſe glaſs ſeemed ts 


have but a few ſands to run. 


Fo err is human; to forgive, divine * 


This prudent meafure had its effect in leading to 


che following completion of this very important dif 


very. 
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Lord Lauderbrooke, ſhe ſaid, was ſeverely mor- 
tified 11 the failure of their foregoing ſanguinary 


heme : and reſolved that the wife of his unfortu- 


nate friend ſhould not long be an obſlacle to his am- 


bitious deſi gns, although Providence had once pre- 


ſerved her from his violence. 


He took advantage of the diſtreſs of her mind, to 


convey her to a houſe appropriated to the reception 


of lunatics ; and then propagated a report, that ſhe 


bad u put an end to her own exiſtence. The 


were likewiſe made acquainted with the place of her 


. confinemants 
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confinement, a circumſtance of the firſt impor- 


tance. 


It now remained to conduct Miſs Beaufort | as 
we muſt now call her] toa place of ſafety, leſt Lord 


Lauderbrooke ſhould find her ; and inſtantly to ex- 


ert every means to liberate her unfortunate. mother, 


It was therefore propoſed, that Ambroſe ſhould take 


home with him his long-adopted daughter ; the real 


«Father, at the ſame time, defiring to honour them 


with his company ; "while the doctor and Auguffus 


7 4 1 1 2 ; 1 r | by | 4 
returned to the hall, to extort from his Lordſhip an 


order for the releaſement' of the lady, ß. 


1 | 2 +4 
0 ä . 3 For 


ow 


of 


en 


4 


por- 


er. 
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of juſtice to the commonwealth. 


'LAUDERBROOKE, © 78x 
For a-/on to oriminate a father; to bring a 


charge which mult affect the life. of him to whom he 


owes exiſtence; to ſacrifice the affections of à chli, 


and riſe to act in the character of an acciſer—is a 


alk which requires the ſtoic inflexibility of à Bru- 
tus, who, adopting the Roman people as his chil- 


dren, condemned to death his own ſons, as an alt 


2 
1a. 
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pollible to juſtify his condutt to che world, or his 


Own conſcience, ſhould he connive at acts of ſuch 


marked atrocity, It ä determined that, 
in order to ſpare his feelings, be ſhould abſent him- 


Alk for a time, while Dr. Goodwill, whom he de- 


legated, ſhould act in ee of this ne- 


farious buſineſs according 40 the dictates of his on 


boſom. M 


1 his une man o poſſe « an n integrity of ſoul 


212 1 


un was not to be biaſſed by the alurements of 


fortune, or the | ſhocks of adyerſity. | No obſtacle 


| could 
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cou 


ſtri 


ce 


ne- 
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oul 
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could be thrown in 'the way of his duty, which he 


was not capable of ſurmounting ; nor could any 


thing divert him from that narrow path, fo hard to 


val, and fo difficult to keep, His manners were 
a8, borer free, Ls him, 3 
was, he was the 3 of Jullice : 4 i juſlice 
b mercy. He tough, wit 
Titus, every day bo, 8 which be had not dene 
fame good aten: . him, to 


cenſure, he knew no diſtinfion of Perlons; never 


5 


forgetting the 1 maxim of the — * philoſo- | 


pher,® 
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pher, * ce Thoſe Who reprove us are our greateſt 


friends. 13 . L 13 = ft > * 


* q 19 * 
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Lord Lauderbrooke Was his patron 8 but he de. 


© 


manded ; an audience of bim; and, eg ede 


— 111 
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cating, or quaiing, boldly opened to hue a + full 


fi 17 Aue 1 Den 
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_ circumſtantial account of the diſcoveries which 
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The natural pride of Lord Lauderbrobke took 


ate} 
darm, and: burſt forth in indignation-at the diſgrace 
which attended ſuch a declaration from a depen- | 
dant ; he gave the reins to his violent paſſions ; and, 


de. in his frantic emotions, outvied the moſt deſperate 


£ | ; g BAT vo bis Qs fed 11/8 £3 9? 
vo- madman ! r 4 
£- Ye: : F-11475 r '7 £4 208 dy 
Full | 
| The doctor waited: the ſubſiding of this mental 
uch | . | 8 
I form; and then, with a determined accent, aſſured 
im, | Y 
N him that nothing could avail him, nor palliate his 
la- well i eee 
50 offences, but an immediate order, under his hand, 
for the removal of the unfortunate. lady from the 
. confinement he had occahoned hert 
4 | | 
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Vice is frequently a coward when detected and 
expoſed—its boaſted fortitude is but of a momentary 


True courage dwells not in a troubled flood 
«© Of mounting ſpirits, and fermenting blood; 
i But in the ſoul with virtue over-rul'd, 


ARE... A | | 
1811 {* Inflam'd by reaſon, and by reaſon coob d,”? 


| The dofior's calm and ſteady conduct, his cool 
and determined reaſoning, operated ſo ſtrongly on 
the laughty temper of bis Lordſhip, that he avkengh 


ſubmitted ; and made ſome conceſſions, which did 


little 
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luke credit to his imperious ſpirit : but he refuſed 
o ee his ſon 3 be refuſed to ſee his relations,” or 
alk their pardon ; while he laviſhed abuſe on the 


treacherous Rufus, as he called him, 


« My Lord,” ſaid the doctor, the language 


— 
— 


of repentance and contrition would better become 
you, Ceaſe to ſtigmatize or reprobate others, 


and look into your own boſom! The agent of 
WET „ ASYNant.ou Eons > | 
4 1 ; 3 . Lf 1 Ie As «4 - 

© your crimes is leſs culpable than you: beſides, he 


6 has felt the agonies of remorſe : and Bl moſt 


© probably, in the courſe of a few hdd; appear 


© before a higher tribunal, perhaps to give in an 


ce accuſation 
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c accuſation 2gainſt you as the abettor of his gullt! 


| 8 Al 
Think of this; and ſeek for mercy, while yet 
| L her ne 
&« mercy might be found I ? 
I them, 
5 5 bowed eſpoAull and left = Lordſhip aſto- 68 
ws] 9d ob 561 Li TI 
ſhed and confounded, He neg. accompani by 
— e. Lon IC {77% L142. var f great 
lage ed to 1 cottage of Ambroſe, = 
312 N engl a jul 
where they | were received with the greateſt cordil 
to 3nsps 20 T ©: 029405 (in | fourt 
ty ; and from thence, with the utmoſt — 
9 "0 "1 F801] 150 4 (: :>£35 ID Us PE 3 C4 ZL Tal they 
oy ſought the mum ee the unfortunate lady 
m lie on J 1 & 11 whe! 
was — 
185905 fema 
as fit oi 0 ere undi 12g. I 21 | firſt 
: Alicia 
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lt! | | 
Alicia could not be induced to ſtay behind; with 
et : | 1 3 
her newly-diſcovered parent, ſhe reſolved to attend 
them, 142 | . Rs, «4 | 
0 5 5 75 N , | Sn | | | | l 5 F ; by $1 
The building was ſituated on a lonely wild, at a 
* | 8 8 04 * 3 2" IT eie 


rent diſtance from any public road; and preſented 


a juſt ſpecimen of the gloomy architecture of the 
; Ali 
[= 
fourteenth century. On delivering their letter, 
5 3 25 ö 
they were introduced into an inner apartment, 
where a pale and emaciated, theugh not ungraceful, 
: -— IE le oy } 
female figure, roſe to receive them. Dr. Goodwill 
rn od Oat , 4h, go EE 
rſt advanced, in order to prepare her for the im- 
a: 


por tant 


child. 
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portant interview of thoſe fill more dear to he; 


As he approached her, ſhe recollected his venerabj 


perſon, and fainted in his ſupporting arms. The 
aſſduities of the attendants ſoon reſtored ber; bu 
it was a conſiderable time before ſhe was able 1 
bear the 1 of her enlargement, and receive tht 


aflectionate embraces of an impatient huſband and 


Inſtead of attempting to deſcribe the extatic pal 


ſions which took poſſeſſion of every boſom at thi 


affecting meeting, it is ſurely wiſe, like the celebrat- 


ed 
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ed painter of old, to draw a veil over the ſcene, 


and give imagination its ampleſt ſcope! '' |] 
Q 07 3% 157 OO” 
ol whocan ſpeak 
« The mingled paſſions that furpriz'd each breaſt, 
60 hat 1 their SUD in Aiv'cing tranſport ran ! . 
« Then . the 3 bit x ——_ ** bold 


Love, gratitude, and pity, wept at once !” 8 | 1 


6 Friendſhip is, of itſelf, a holy tie; 1:39 


But made more ſacred by adverſity.” 


On their return to the cottage on the heath, the 


good old Dorothy, with all the fond and paſſionate 


anxieties 


— 
—— —— 
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L : anxietics,of.a.mother, on her knees, implored pity 
and pardon of the now happy parents; and, in the 


her of her dafling child, # IF L loſe my . 


ſaid e. @ "Vo all the e conſolaion I have s. 


F ;» JIG} 115 317 


6e miſed wy old a age” 1 0! ! let me en call her mine: . 


»S 
ETA THERESE WS * + CTU DGerry 


et her glad my eyes often, for the little time 1 


© have to live; and I will bleſs you all with my 


| « lateſt breath!” . 


** 


Sbe was comforted wich their concurrent aſlu- 


. po * 122 als cn 1114 ; „ p 
233 S # 4 


rance, th ber adopted e, would neyer, bore. 
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moſt moving language, beſought them not to rob 
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go chat tender name; and that ſhe ſhould never be 


deprived of that maternal intercourſe ſhe had 


juſtly merited. Her honeſt heart overflowed with 


grateful raptures, as ſhe preſſed her Alicia to her 


boſom, and bathed her cheek with a deluge of af. 


> 


ſeQionate tears. 


- & Her plenteous joys, 
** Wanton in fulneſs, ſought to hide themſelves 


In drops of ſorrow !“ 


They now turned all their attention to the narra- 


ve of the reſcued lady, from ö own mouth 


they learnt, tnt ſhe had been decoyed by A deep- 


4 


laid ſtratagem to the place of her confinement, - 
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inceſſantly preyed on her heart. 


The mind, under the preſſure of affliction, natu- 
rally delights in ſolitude, and loves to pour out its 


woes in the deep ſhades of retirement: 


&« Tt is the wretch's comfort till to have | 

„ Some ſmall reſerve of near and inward woe, 

% Some unſuſpected hoard of a grief, 

Which he, unſeen, may wail, and weep, and ings; 


«> And zlutton-like devour ale.” 


But ſhe felt a degree of alarm when. ſhe found 


her walks abridged ; and more ſo, hs totally de- 


prived 


under pretence of a temporary removal from ſcenes 


which only ſerved to increaſe that melancholy Which 


fre 


I 


urn, 
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prived of liberty, and confined within thoſe walls, 
which contained ſome of the moſt GO PRE of the 
human race, Her . indeed, | treated her with 
reſpect; but refuſed to anſwer her any queſtions, 
and maintained a rigid 5 on the dabjee of her 
future deſtiny. She was Gernithed with books, and 
other indulgencies, to beguile the ſolitary hours: 
but what can compenſate the loſs of 8 
we RE” proper ſenſe of that loſs ? There is not a 
heart, however weary of the world, but feels when 
under, reſtraint ; and even ſighs for thoſe ſcenes of 
freedom which can afford it 0 pleaſure, 


Reſigned to her fate, ſhe now ſought to forget 
the preſent, and look to another, and a better, 


1 2 | ſlate, 
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Hate. Her poetical talents were far above medio. 
crity ; and ſhe frequently exerciſed them on thoſ: 


ſubjects, for which they ſeemed happily calculated; 


and on which a fine genius ought to be employed. 
Among other productions, ſhe had preſerved de 


following appropriate ſtanzas, entitled 
THE CAPTIVE. 


© The little warbler of the wild, 
e Who long had rang'd, untam'd and gay, 
« By man's infiduous arts beguil'd, 


& And raviſh'd from the ſhelt*ring ſpray, 


cc Awhile neglects his food — his ſtrain, 
« And beats his wiry priſon ſtrong; 
1 Till, proving all reſiſtance vain, | 
6 He cheers his heart, and thrills his ſong : 


» 65 So, 


wil 


bro 


0. 
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«6 So, loſt to all the joys of life, 
& To freedom, friendſhip, ſocial love ! 
cc This breaſt no more maintains its ſtrife, 


& Since all its ſtruggles fruitleſs prove! 


No more, with retroſpective glance, 
«I turn my fondly-ling' ring eye; 
&« With faith and hope, my views advance 


4 To nobler ſcenes, and raptures high. 


< Soon diſencumber'd ſrom thoſe ties 

a © That chain her down to earth's dull clod, 
„The light enfranchis'd ſoul ſhall riſe, 

T' enjoy her freedom, and her God 12 


After this providential eclairciſſement, Dr. Good- 
will ſought another conference with Lord Lauder- 
brooke, and found him in a frame of mind very 


13 different 


—— 
— — * * 0 —— - —_— — . 
* * i - 
. A * 23 C7 K 
= 9 
* 1 * 
— x — 


- 1 wen ramen vv — * - — _ ere — — 
gt pris > ———ů— — PEI 22m Ae EE A OT On ET, a eg none 


198 THE BARON OF 


different from what he had expedted. He no 


took the doftor's hand, thanked him for his frank- 


4 and beggol his 2 to make his peace 


with 8 and ſome atonement for his cruelty 


and ingratitude to his much. injured relatives; whoſe 
faces, he ſaid, he could never ſee more; nor that 


of his ſon, to whom he had ſet ſo dreadful an ex. 


ample !—* Let me, through you,” faid he, . ſup- 


— 


plicate that pardon which I do not deſerve, nor 


can I yet 2 of them in perſon, Guilty as 1 


« am, J cannot meet thoſe eyes, which muſt pierce 


me  hrough—vhich mult annihilate me! e 


44 1; ak to my remorſe ! Bei it wy turn now to 


6 buffer! and I ſhall feel | a far bnere pang than 


6 ha 


&t 


WOl 


der 


tate 
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hat 


6» that which I have given | others, I deſpiſe the 
« world, and the world's wealth—which have fo 


4 miſled me and hide me in ſome unknown ſoli- 
« tude, where I may give up all the remaining days 
« of my life to mortifieaticn, prayer, and repen- 


&« tance !”? 


The good var) ſaid he was authorized to grant 


the pardon he ſolicited, in the names of his friends; | 


and he hoped that the ſincerity of his reformation 


al finally obtain the divine abſolution. 


* & a 


Shortly after, his Lordſhip, in legal form, furren- 
dered up all his real and perſonal property and eſ- 


dates in England, in favour of his ſon Auguſtus, 


and 
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and the much-injured Beauforts, only reſerving to 


himſelf a ſmall -annuity, and place of reſidence, 


which had -Sormerly: devolved to him, in the Tile of 


Man, 'whither he retired, and gave himſelf up, ac- 


cording to his reſolution, to a life of ſolitude and 


£&queſtration. 


: The wretch Rufus, who had been the inſtru- 
ment of all theſe domeſtic calamities, lived but a few 


days after the diſcovery. 


. The fair hand of the lovely Alicia, with the full 


approbation of all parties, ſoon bleſſed the worthy 
Auguſtus, whoſe: heart had tong Bein hers; and 
the ſaw herſelf miſtreſs of that patrimonial manſion, 


where 


and 


u- 


I 


3 
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where ſhe had ſpent ſome of the happieſt, as well 


23 ſome of the moſt bitter moments of her life, 


The firſt care of this amiable pair, on fcceodin 
to thols eſtates and . was to contribute to "a 


happineſs of all their friends, 


Ambroſe We his wife, confirmible to their 
eile, were removed to reſide under their own 
roof, where he aRted in the cially of a fleward ; 
18 good A was indulged with the much- de- 


red privilege of enjoying a kind and domeſtic” in- 


. tercourſe with a woman who was the honor of her 


ſex, and who knew how to ellimate the maternal 
favours ſhe had formerly received, 
Joſeph 


— A — he en ens g L 
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a a little free. 


** 


ſchool, which had been endowed by a former branc 


Joſeph Anthony was preſented with 


of the Beaufort family, by which he was enabled t 


ſupport a character of decency and reſpeRtability, 


: Edmund Beaufort reſumed his eſtates and ho- 


nours, to the ſatisfaction of all the country round, 


on which he conferred his bounty with an unſparing 


hand. The exemplary virtues of his lady rendered 
her an object of univerſal admuration, and eſteem, 
From wi long been 8881 themſelves, they 
had learnt to feel more exquiſely for the Luffering 
of 1 They bad participated of the bitter cup 
of alſliction; and, from ſympathy, ſtill became 


more 
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— to each other ; evincing their increaſ- 
ing affections by a reciprocal ſeries of the — 
offices, They had been initiated in the ſchool of 
adverſity, where they had, learned, in part—while 


prof] perous vice flouriſhed and triumphed—why 


4% The good man's ſhare 
46 In life, was gall and bitterneſs of ſoul." - 


— 


"hs | x * 1 4 | 
They were taught to adore the wonders of RE-· 
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hand of PROVIDENCE, through the molt intricate 
labyrintks of human events, working in ſecret for 


univerſal good, 


1 


Prmted by T. Maiden, Sherbourn-Lane, Lombard-Street, 


